With the annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count coming up on
Sunday, December 27, 2009, Gary will also help us brush up
on some of the birds we find in the Spokane area during the
count period. Beautiful bird pictures by local photographers
will be used to review field marks. Spokane Audubon has
many skilled birders so the audience will be encouraged to
share information about how they identify certain bird species.

Gary Blevins has been active member of Audubon Spokane
since the early 1900’s. He is the past president of Spokane
Audubon and the Western Bird Banding Association and is
presently the president of the Board of Stewards for Audubon
Washington, a field office of National Audubon.

Gary is an avid promoter of birding and conducts “Learn to Bird”
workshops for Spokane Audubon in conjunction with International
Migratory Bird Day. He is a professor of Biology at Spokane Falls
Community College and brings a great deal of expertise to the
local birding community. Gary has 24 years of teaching experi-
ence, eight years at Hutchinson Community College, Hutchinson,
Kansas and 16 years at Spokane Falls Community College. His
teaching has included classes in Ecology, General Biology, Or-
ganismal Biology, Human Anatomy and Physiology, Vertebrate
Anatomy, and Basic Ornithology.

BIRD CALENDARS GOING FAST! ONLY 48
LEFT. Great gift for friends, kids, grandkids,
other shirt-tail relatives. Would you take a few
and help sell them?? Let us know. ON-LINE
ORDERS PLEASE INCLUDE $2.00 S&H FOR ONE,
$3.00 FOR TWO, AND $4.00 FOR THREE. THANK
YOU.

DON'T MISS BRIAN MILLER’S VERSION OF 12
DAYS OF CHRISTMAS SING ALONG THIS
MONTH !t

FIELD TRIPS FOR THE COMING YEAR HAVE BEEN
FIRMED UP BY CHAIRMAN JONATHAN ISACOFF AND
COMMITTEE. THEY ARE LISTED ON PAGE 5 AND DE-
TAILS WILL BE PROVIDED IN THE JANUARY ISSUE OF
THE PYGMY OWL. DETAILS ALSO CURRENTLY AVAIL-
ABLE ON LINE AT WWW.SPOKANEAUDUBON.ORG.

Our December general meeting is usually preceded by a
collection of members' favorite holiday cookie recipes.
Well, the actual cookies, thatis. Your dozen or so cook-
ies will find a welcome place on our (card) table and in
our members' hands. SO BRING SOME GOODIES!!
Happy Holidays! —- Jan

And don’t forget to join in the annual sing-
along: “The Twelve Counts of Christmas”
led by our very own Brian Miller!!

(See page 6)



1) December 12, Saturday, Eagle Watch
All levels of birders are welcome as Joyce Alonso le¢aidsan-
nual trip to Coeur d’Alene Lake to see Bald Eagles fepdm

spawned out salmon. Eagles can be observed perched jn treggj All: | just wanted to let you that we - (Cheri & I)

flying over the lake, and sometimes feeding on theTibere are won't be able be on the Spokane Audubon Board after

also several duck and grebe species to be found. Weathei'r—pern]I At f d A itina b
ting; there are two options for further activity. \Wgght hike the all. At least for around a year' A very exciting but

Mineral Ridge Trail for the exercise and the beautifeiwof the SOmewhat unplanned event developed after we had
northern part of the lake. The other option is to ddewn to the planned on joining the Board.

Thompson Lake, Harrison region for hawks, ducks, swans, anqinstead we will be going to Saipan in January for

maybe redpolls. The weather / and road conditions on dayE around 10 months to a year at least. | have been dffere

will determine the feasibility of this option. Call Jeyat 448- . P . .
2447 by Wednesday Dec 16th to confirm this trip, determine the job as the lead wildlife biologist, and have ac-

meeting location, and reserve your place. The trippsibably ~ cepted, for the Commonwealth of the Northern
start at Liberty Lake at 8:00 am and last all day. Marianas Islands working with endangered birds and

bats!! It is just north of Guam.
2) D_ecembe_r 27th, Sunday Spokane So please forgive us. Could we be members at large??
Christmas Bird Count

Lonely? Bored? Post-election euphoria or blues? Now there is Just joking. But we wanted to thank you all for inviting

something to help. Join us on this year's Christmas Bird Count.  US t0 join you and hope that someday it may again oc-
It's a chance to enjoy some of nature’s finest creatures with cur!! Thanks to all of you. —-Howard

others who share your interest. You don't have to be an expert

to participate. Although it is a dawn to dusk affair, you don't 3

even have to stay the whole day; part timers are welcome too. - (

Please call Alan McCoy at 448-3123 or email him at

ahm2352@agmail.com to join the count or if you have any ques-

tions about it.
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+ 3 L o# % We are pleaseq to announce Fran Haywood's accep-
Ol ' g tance of the invitation to join the Audubon Board of Di-
" '% & 1 rectors . and Fran Haywood, members of our organi-

2 | zation for about the past 25 years. Those who've been
" ) ¢! officers usually are known to the general membership
and receive reasonable recognition for their efforts.

$ The Haywoods have served behind the scenes, doing
b -t I$1+ % JOr needed, sometimes thankless chores that keep our
/ /112 group functioning.

Over the years, Fran and Brad have served in a variety
of capacities. For several years, they were responsible
for getting the newsletter from the printer to the homes
of our readers, organizing a group to fold, staple, label
the latest issue of the Pygmy Owl and get it mailed.
Fran also has written articles for different issues. Cur-
rently, Fran shares “Hospitality Chair” duties with Jan
Strobeck and others.

Before they became “full time” RV travelers, Fran was
Field Trip Chair. She did, and still does lead a variety
of field trips, often with the help of her husband. —
——- Joyce Alonso



