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Digital Photography for Birders”   by                                            

Daniel Poleschook, Jr. and Virginia R. Gumm  
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Ginger and Daniel have been nature photographers 
since the early 70’s.  They met in 1992 at a nature-
photography seminar Daniel was presenting in Seat-
tle; since then, they have photographed together.  
Daniel was a photographic tour operator of Daniel 
Poleschook Nature Photography for several years, 
which featured nature-photography tours throughout 
North America and Africa.  Recently, some of Daniel 
and Ginger’s images have appeared on the cover of 
BioScience and The Journal of Wildlife Management 
magazines.  One of their common loon images will be 
used by National Geographic Magazine for an upcom-
ing article.  They maintain a website 
(www.LoonConservation.org) that includes descrip-
tion, behavior, status, conservation, and a compre-
hensive bibliography of the common loon.                                                                                  
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NOMINATION AND CONFIRMATION OF          
CURRENT AND NEW BOARD MEMBERS AT OUR   
NOVEMBER MEETING                                             
New:  Howard Ferguson, Cherie Ferguson,      
Ivan Lines                                                                         
Current: John English,  Alan McCoy,                
Kim Thorburn                                                                                    
Standing committee chairs are also on the Board 
of Directors  

BIRD CALENDARS GOING FAST!  Great gift for 
friends, kids, grandkids,  other shirt-tail relatives.   
ONLY 82 LEFT. .  ON-LINE ORDERS PLEASE   
INCLUDE $2.00 S&H FOR ONE, $3.00 FOR TWO, 
AND $4.00 FOR THREE.  THANK YOU. 

FIELD TRIPS FOR THE COMING YEAR HAVE BEEN 
FIRMED UP BY CHAIRMAN JONATHAN ISACOFF AND 
COMMITTEE.  THEY WILL BE LISTED IN THE JANU-
ARY ISSUE OF THE PYGMY OWL. 

FESTIVAL OF THE CRANES: BOSQUE del APACHE NWR  
November 17 to 22, 2009  at      Socorro, New Mexico                                           
See:  www.festivalofthecranes.com   575-835-2077 
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 December 12, Saturday,  Eagle Watch All levels 

of birders are welcome as Joyce Alonso leads this annual trip to 

Coeur d’Alene Lake to see Bald Eagles feeding on spawned out 

salmon.  Eagles can be observed perched in trees, flying over the 

lake, and sometimes feeding on the ice. There are also several 

duck and grebe species to be found. Weather permitting; there are 

two options for further activity. We might hike the Mineral Ridge 

Trail for the exercise and the beautiful view of the northern part 

of the lake. The other option is to drive down to the Thompson 

Lake, Harrison region for hawks, ducks, swans, and maybe red-

polls.  The weather / and road conditions on THE day will deter-

mine the feasibility of this option. Call Joyce at 448-2447 by 
Wednesday Dec 16th  to confirm this trip, determine meeting 

location, and reserve your place. The trip will probably start at 

Liberty Lake at 8:00 am and last all day. ��

December 27th, Sunday  Spokane Christmas 
Bird Count  Lonely? Bored? Post-election euphoria or 

blues? Now there is something to help. Join us on this year’s 
Christmas Bird Count. It’s a chance to enjoy some of nature’s 
finest creatures with others who share your interest. You don’t 
have to be an expert to participate. Although it is a dawn to 
dusk affair, you don’t even have to stay the whole day; part 
timers are welcome too.  Please call Alan McCoy at 448-3123 
or email him at ahm2352@gmail.com to join the count or if you 
have any questions about it.   

 

 INTRODUCING ONE OF OUR NEWEST 
BOARD   NOMINEES 
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Mary, my wife for the past 44 years, and I were both born and 
raised in northern California.  We both graduated from Humboldt 
State University in Arcata, California.  My degree is in Wildlife 
Management and hers in Social Welfare. 

Shortly after graduating from college I accepted my first profes-
sional position with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Soil Con-
servation Service in Redding, California.  After three years in Red-
ding we transferred down the road about 30 miles to the SCS 
area office in Red Bluff, California (frequently one of the hottest 
places in the US) where I became the SCS area biologist for the 
northern one-third of California.  My primary activity was providing 
technical assistance to private landowners on improving habitat 
for fish and wildlife.  I even got involved with a few fledgling catfish 
farming enterprises. Our oldest son, John, was born in Red Bluff. 

After three years in Red Bluff we transferred to Salt Lake City (are 
you getting the idea that I had a problem holding a job?) where I 
accepted the SCS State Biologist position for Utah and Nevada.  
My primary activities were providing biological support to numer-
ous SCS field offices in most of the small, rural towns of Nevada 
and Utah and providing one-on-one technical assistance to farm-
ers and ranchers that were interested in improving fish and wildlife 
habitat on their lands. Long drives thru the sagebrush were the 
norm while making our rounds in UT and NV!  Our youngest son, 
Peter, was born in SLC. 

After three years in SLC we transferred to Spokane with SCS 
(later to become the Natural Resources Conservation Service) in 
1975 where I accepted the state biologist’s position—again pro-
viding technical support to NRCS field offices and private land-
owners throughout the State. We met Hans and Katie (a.k.a. 
Kathryn) Krauss shortly after arriving in Spokane because Hans 
was at that time the state agronomist for NRCS.  Our desks were 
in close proximity and we collaborated on conservation issues on 
nearly a daily basis. 

I retired from NRCS in 1997 and immediately went to work for 
Ducks Unlimited in eastern Washington and northern Idaho, fulfill-
ing a career-long dream of restoring, enhancing and acquiring 
wetlands and riparian habitats.  In my nearly 11 years with DU I’m 
proud to have contributed to the conservation of over 20,000 
acres of wetlands.  Of course I had lots of great partners like 
Audubon, State fish and wildlife agencies, The Nature Conser-
vancy, NRCS, Land Trusts, US Fish and Wildlife Service, private 
landowners and Indian tribes helping with this effort. 

About a year and a half ago I retired from Ducks Unlimited and 
accepted a part-time position as the eastern Washington Coordi-
nator for the Intermountain West Joint Venture.  The IWJV, one of 
several Joint Ventures in the United States, is a consortium of 
state and federal wildlife and conservation agencies, numerous 
private conservation organizations such as Audubon, Indian 
tribes, private landowners, Land Trusts, and private industry, help-
ing the IWJV achieve its mission which can be simply stated as 
“bird conservation”. 

I believe that with my background and experience I can contribute 

to the conservation efforts of the Spokane Audubon Society.  I 

look forward to working with the board and other members of the 

SAS and I’m hoping that you in turn will help Mary and I improve 

our bird watching skills. 
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This area is known for cooling off quickly in the fall, but go-
ing from a high of 89 on Sept 23 to a low of 20 in less than 
three weeks must have been extreme even for here.  
Thankfully, birds react better to these changes than I do.  

The following sightings are from Spokane County unless 
otherwise stated.  

On Oct 17, James Acton found 26 SNOW GEESE at Spra-
gue Lake (Adams Co).  On Oct 9, Tim O’Brien noted one 
flying near Medical Lake.   

On Oct 16, Terry Little found a SURF SCOTER on Sprague 
Lake (Lincoln Co), plus 3 more on their preferred Adams 
Co side of the lake.  

On Sept 29, Jon Isacoff found a flock of 16 DUSKY 
GROUSE on Mt Spokane.  

On Oct 21, 4 EARED GREBES were on Turnbull NWR 
(CC).  

A pair of CLARK’S GREBES was still on Sprague Lake 
(Lincoln Co) on Sept 22 (Jon Isacoff & Gina Sheridan).   

On Sept 24, Jeanne Dammarell and Chris Janett found a 
pair of NORTHERN GOSHAWKS north of Davenport 
(Lincoln Co).  

On Oct 1, Doug Ward found an adult PEREGRINE FAL-
CON near Liberty Lake.   On Oct 6, one was at Phileo Lake 
(Fran & Brad Haywood, James Acton).  

On Oct 21, over 800 AMERICAN COOTS were on Turnbull 
NWR.  That deep snow we endured produced good water 
for our nesting coots.    

On Oct 6, James Acton found a BLACK-BELLIED 
PLOVER at Phileo Lake.  On Oct 13, one was on Sheep 
Lake (Whitman Co) by Jon Isacoff.   

On Oct 9, Terry Little found 4 AMERICAN GOLDEN-
PLOVERS and a rare PACIFIC GOLDEN-PLOVER at 
Sheep Lake (Whitman Co).     

On Oct 6, James Acton found 20 PECTORAL SANDPI-
PERS at Phileo Lake.  1 was still at Turnbull NWR Oct 21 
(CC).   

On Oct 16, Marlene and Bob Cashen found 2 LONG-
BILLED DOWITCHERS at Liberty Lake. 

On Oct 9, Terry Little found 24 BONOPARTE’S GULLS on 
Granite Lake.   

 

 

As of Oct 20, Buck & Sandy Domitrovich continue to see an 
ANNA’S HUMMINGBIRD in their Cheney yard.  Jeanne 
Dammarell’s photos confirm that there were two Anna’s 
there when they first showed up Sept 16.   

On Sept 24, Jon Isacoff found and photographed a female 
WILLIAMSON’S SAPSUCKER in Mill Creek Canyon north 
of Davenport (Lincoln Co). 

On Oct 11, Jon Isacoff found a PILEATED WOOD-
PECKER in Indian Canyon north of Davenport (Lincoln 
Co).  They seem to be rare for Lincoln Co or are mostly on 
inaccessible property.   

On Oct 19, Ron & Christina Ellis found a probable albino 
AMERICAN CROW in NW Spokane.   

On Oct 11, Bill Siems reported 12 late VIOLET-GREEN 
SWALLOWS at the confluence of the Little Spokane River.  

On Oct 3, Terry Little found a WHITE-THROATED SPAR-
ROW at Peone Prairie.  

On Sept 29, Terry Little found 8 LAPLAND LONGSPURS 
at Peone Prairie.  

On Oct 16, James Christensen found 100 GRAY-
CROWNED ROSY-FINCHES (Hepburn’s race) at the sum-
mit of Mt Spokane.  A few days later other birders reported 
the flock at over 200!  Rosy-finches really like bare moun-
tain peaks in October.   

On Sept 29, Jon Isacoff found a flock of 16 PINE GROS-
BEAKS on Mt Spokane.  

 I’ve had numerous reports of EVENING GROSBEAKS, 
most from north of Spokane, but a few are in or even south 
of Spokane.   Hopefully their population is finally increas-
ing.   

 

ContributorsPlease share your sightings!  They do not 
have to be rare.  Contact me, Craig,  at 2cbird@hughes.net 
(290-4310).       

 

 

 RARE BIRD OF THE MONTH.    

I think the WILLIAMSON’S SAPSUCKER was the best bird 
seen locally. Congratulations Jon! 
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