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Paul Bannick will be presenting our October 
14  th program on :   “The Owl and the Wood-
pecker”  at  the Magic Lantern Theater, 25 W. 
Main St. Spokane.  Between Browne on the West and 
Division on the East.  Free parking after 7pm at all meters.  
Paid parking lot on SE corner of Main & Browne.  Free parking 
on Main East of Division for early birds. 

 We in Spokane Audubon  were privileged to see and hear this 
outstanding program at the Fall Audubon Council meeting in 
Leavenworth.  It was most impressive and entertaining.                                           

 Paul is an excellent speaker and photographer and has put 
together a fabulous program.  He has gleaned a wealth of in-
formation about these two species and their symbiotic relation-
ship from years of observation and study and photography.  
The most experienced birders have learned a lot from Paul’s 
presentation. 

Paul’s book by the same name is a masterpiece that has got-
ten rave reviews from across the country.  It is based on thou-
sands of hours in the field observing and photographing these  
fascinating birds.                                                       

 He discusses all 41 North American species of owls and 
woodpeckers, across 11 key habitat types.  By revealing the 
little known impact of these species on their habitat and on 
each other, Bannick has created a completely unique ap-
proach to birding and conservation.  Do not miss this out-
standing October program.  Paul’s Bio:  

An experienced naturalist and outdoor educator, Paul creates most of his 
images while kayaking, hiking or snowshoeing in the Pacific Northwest. 
After graduation from the University of Washington, Paul worked success-
fully for 15 years in the computer software industry beginning as one of 
the original 75 employees of the Aldus Corporation, and then for Adobe 
Systems, and Microsoft. Paul, wishing to combine his passion for wilder-
ness conservation with his career, focused his attention to non-profit work 
and currently serves as the Director of Development for Conservation 
Northwest (www.conservationnw.org). His work has appeared in Audubon 
magazine, Sunset magazine, Pacific Northwest magazine, the National 
Wildlife Federation Guide to North American Birds, Smithsonian Guide to 
North American Birds and in many other books, magazines, parks, ref-
uges and other places in North America and Europe. Paul works full-time 
as a director for Conservation Northwest, a conservation organization  
dedicated to protecting and connecting wild areas from the Pacific Coast  
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to the Canadian Rockies. Paul and his photography are the feature story 
of July 2006 Pacific Northwest Sunday Magazine, written by Pulitzer 
Prize winner William Dietrich.  Paul has been featured in the November 
2006 Sunset Magazine, the Spring 2008 PhotoMedia Magazine, and was 
interviewed on KUOW (Seattle Public Radio station).  Paul is a significant 
photo contributor to the BirdNote program (www.birdnote.org), Conserva-
tion Northwest, Seattle Audubon and the North Cascades Institute.  
Award winning photographer, Paul Bannick specializes in the natural 
history of North America, with a special focus on his beloved Pacific 
Northwest. Paul has coupled his love of the outdoors with his skill as a 
photographer to create images intended to foster intimacy between the 
viewer and subject in order to inspire education and conservation.  Look 
for Paul's first book The Owl and the Woodpecker to be published by The 
Mountaineers Books in October of 2008. The book will feature Paul's 
photographs and narrative as well as a foreword by Tony Angell and 
audio by Martyn Stewart.  Available directly from Paul for $24.95 plus 
shipping or from Amazon.com or  Seattle Audubon and other standard 
outlets.��
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San Juan Islands Birding and Wildlife Cruise 
October 5-7 Departing from Sequim                              
Join the Olympic Peninsula Audubon Society for a three-day 
cruise through the spectacular San Juan Islands. Depart from 
Sequim Bay aboard the 65-foot M/V Glacier Spirit, stay two nights 
at Roche Harbor Resort on San Juan Island, visit Sucia Island 
State Park for a picnic lunch and cruise back by way of spectacu-
lar Deception Pass. Lots of birds and hopefully Orcas.              
Visit www.olympicpeninsulaaudubon.org for more information or 
to register�� 

October 9 to 11 FALL 2009 ANNUAL COUNCIL 

OF WASHINGTON (ACOW) 

The Fall Council of Audubon Chapters is being sponsored by 
the Pilchuck Audubon.  It will take place October 9 to 11 at 
the Holiday Inn, Everett Washington.  On-line registration 
will begin on August 1st.    Get your room reservations early!  
The theme for this Fall is “SUSTAINABILITY.”  There will be 
field trips to local “hotspots” led by Pilchuck members.  Con-
tact person: Colleen vanNiel 425-778-7568 Email: Harm-
None2@comcast.net   Up to date information on speakers, 
sessions, and field trips can be found on their website:   
www.PilchuckAudubon.org   

 

Help Us Celebrate National Wildlife Refuge 
Week: Turnbull NWR Community Work Party  
October, 10 2009: Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge and 
Spokane Audubon Society will host a community work party on 
Saturday, October 10, 2009. This is part of an on going commu-
nity effort to restore native riparian habitat to benefit birds and 
other wildlife species. We have more than 50 native saplings to 
plant, and fencing to build at the project site to protect the trees 
from deer, elk, and moose browsing. Everyone is welcome!                                                         
Attention Groups: Please call in advance to register.  It helps us 
in our planning if we know how many are coming. The Refuge will 
also host a “potluck” lunch. Please feel free to bring your favorite 
dish. Ask for Sandy.                                                                      
Planting Time: 9 am to 12 p.m.                                                 
Lunch: Potluck 12 p.m.                                                               
Where: Turnbull NWR Headquarters, 5 miles south of Cheney on 
Cheney-Plaza Road: turn left on Smith Road and drive 2 miles on 
gravel road to headquarters.                                                    
Clothing: Long-sleeved shirt, work pants, sturdy boots or shoes, 
gloves. Equipment: (if you can) pliers, shovels 

Ridgefield BirdFest and Bluegrass Festival 
2009 October 10-11 Ridgefield, Washington 
Come to the Ridgefield National Wildlife refuge, 25 minutes 
north of Portland and take an Audubon-led bird and plant tour. 
Learn about Bald Eagles. Reserve a spot on a tour to view 
Sandhill Cranes. Shop at a birders’ marketplace.  Visit a rep-
lica plankhouse and see how Native Americans lived. Sample 
salmon at a salmon bake. Listen to Bluegrass music all day 
Saturday, or come to jam in a workshop. 
www.ridgefieldfriends.com.�

October 31 st Saturday, Late Fall Migrants:  
Banks Lake/Dry Falls Area                             
Gary Blevins will lead this trip for Intermediate and Advanced Birders to 
Soap Lake, Banks Lake, Dry Falls area in search of late fall migrants.  
We will hope for Pacific and Common Loon, Scoters, Snow Bunting,  
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches and Lapland Longspur. We sometimes see 

over 60 species. Plan on birding from sunup to sundown. We will meet 
6:00 am at SFCC parking lot p1 near the science building.  For more 
information or to reserve your place for this field trip,  contact Gary 

Blevins at 533-3661, or Blevins@spocom.com by Oct 23rd.  

 December 12, Saturday,  Eagle Watch All levels 

of birders are welcome as Joyce Alonso leads this annual trip to 

Coeur d’Alene Lake to see Bald Eagles feeding on spawned out 
salmon.  Eagles can be observed perched in trees, flying over the 

lake, and sometimes feeding on the ice. There are also several 

duck and grebe species to be found. Weather permitting; there are 

two options for further activity. We might hike the Mineral Ridge 

Trail for the exercise and the beautiful view of the northern part 

of the lake. The other option is to drive down to the Thompson 

Lake, Harrison region for hawks, ducks, swans, and maybe red-

polls.  The weather / and road conditions on THE day will deter-

mine the feasibility of this option. Call Joyce at 448-2447 by 

Thursday Dec 3rd  to confirm this trip, determine meeting loca-

tion, and reserve your place. The trip will probably start at Lib-

erty Lake at 8:00 am and last all day. ��

December 27th, Sunday  Spokane Christmas 
Bird Count  Lonely? Bored? Post-election euphoria or 
blues? Now there is something to help. Join us on this year’s 
Christmas Bird Count. It’s a chance to enjoy some of nature’s 
finest creatures with others who share your interest. You don’t 
have to be an expert to participate. Although it is a dawn to 
dusk affair, you don’t even have to stay the whole day; part 
timers are welcome too.  Please call Alan McCoy at 448-3123 
or email him at ahm2352@gmail.com to join the count or if you 
have any questions about it.   

 OCT 10-11 Iler Creek or Big Rock trail construction 
in Spokane Valley near Tower Mountain coordinated by Jane  
Baker and WTA.  Sign up online at:www.wta.org  �

OCTOBER  BOARD MEETING LOCATION:   
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�ANNOUNCEMENT                                                     
Jonathan Isacoff has volunteered to fill the position of Field 
Trip  Committee Chairman for the coming year.  Jon is a dedi-
cated birdwatcher and Audubon Life member.   Jon is Associ-
ate Professor of Political Science and Director of Environental 

Studies at Gonzaga University�����������������������
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We had a warm September which made for comfortable birding weather.  
The birds didn’t seem to let the warm weather keep them from migrating.  
After nesting, many birds change locations without really migrating.  It is 
called “Post Breeding Dispersal”.  They are probably seeking food, but 
sometimes they move to higher elevations for cooler temperatures.  Often 
they form large flocks of several different species.  On Turnbull refuge the 
main flocking species is probably CHIPPING SPARROWS with 50 to 100 
birds possible.  Many other species join in this flock including warblers, 
flycatchers & chickadees.  If you can find the flock of birds, try to figure out 
which direction it is going and then try to get ahead of the flock & enjoy 
some fun birding.   

The following sightings are from Spokane County unless otherwise stated.  

On Sept 13, Tim O’Brien found a CLARK’S GREBE on Sprague Lake 
(Lincoln Co).   

On Aug 20, Tim O’Brien found a GREAT EGRET at north Silver Lake.  
The three at Philleo Lake continued at least through August.  Perhaps 
they are becoming too common in August to report here.  That’s a pleas-
ant happening.   

A BLACK-CROWED NIGHT-HERON was at West Medical Lake Aug 28, 
seen by Brad Haywood.   This is probably an example of “Post Breeding 
Dispersal” as it likely nested at Sprague Lake.   

On Sept 13, Tim O’Brien found an AMERICAN GOLDEN-PLOVER at 
Reardan.  

Jon Isacoff found 3 SEMIPALMATED PLOVERS north of Davenport 
(Lincoln Co) on Sept 1.  Jon found another on Sheep Lake (Whitman Co) 
on Sept 8.   

I usually don’t cover Pend Oreille County, but Terry Little’s find of a BUFF-
BREASTED SANDPIPER at the River Bend community, north of the Ka-
lispell Indian Reservation, on Aug 16, is just too rare not to mention.  

On Sept 10, Terry Little found a SABINE’S GULL at Sprague Lake 
(Lincoln Co).   

On Aug 29, a BLACK-TAILED GULL was found at the mouth of the Walla 
Walla River, (Walla Walla Co) by Mike & MerryLynn Denny.  This bird is 
very rare for the lower 48.  I report here to point out that you just never 
know what you are going to find.  Also because local Tim O’Brien just 
happened to be there and got to see this bird on his first trip to Walla 
Walla County!  Of course it did not stay for those of us who chased it.   

On Aug 15, Terry Little found a BARRED OWL at Peone Prairie.  Last 
year a couple of Barred Owls were seen near Spokane in mid October.  
This August sighting may mean they are now nesting locally rather than 
just on Mt Spokane.  It was just 27 years ago that James Acton found the 
first Barred Owl for Washington (in his yard)! 

Their population has really increased.  

A rare and enjoyable sighting was a migrating flock of 120 COMMON 
NIGHTHAWKS near Cheney Aug 16 (CC).  I thought it was interesting 
that our local nesting nighthawks did not join in.  I saw the usual dozen an 
hour after the big flock passed by (and for another week).  I wonder if the 
big flock came from Canada.  

On Sept 16, Buck & Sandy Domitrovich saw a possible ANNA’S HUM-
MINGBIRD in their Cheney yard.  A few days later it became less timid 
and they were able to positively identify it.  On Sept 20, a late BLACK-
CHINNED HUMMINGBIRD was also seen with the Anna’s.   

On Sept 17, Jon Isacoff & Michael Woodruff found a WHITE-HEADED 
WOODPECKER in Mill Canyon, north of Davenport (Lincoln Co).  I don’t 

know if there are a few resident birds in Lincoln Co or this one was just 
wandering around.   

On Aug 16, Lindell Haggin found an OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER for a 
nice new yard bird.   

Two CLARK’S NUTCRACKERS were at the Spokane Fish Hatchery Aug 
29 (Terry Little).  

Colby Neuman, Airway Heights, has been listening and recording the 
sounds migrating birds make as they fly at night.  On Aug 30, he heard 
SWAINSON’S THRUSHES about every fifteen minutes!  I tried several 
times, but didn’t hear any at my place.   

On Sept 5, Doug Schonewald found an AMERICAN REDSTART at the 
Sprague Cemetery (Lincoln Co). 

On Aug 29, Michael Woodruff found & photographed a CLAY-COLORED 
SPARROW at the Davenport Cemetery (Lincoln Co).  He also observed 
60 CHIPPING SPARROWS & 1 BREWER’S SPARROW.  When you can 
pick a Clay-colored & a Brewer’s out of a fall flock of 60 Chipping, you can 
call yourself an Expert Birder.   

On Sept 5, Jon Isacoff found 2 LAPLAND LONGSPURS at Peone Wet-
land.   

ContributorsPlease share your sightings!  They do not 
have to be rare.  Contact me at 2cbird@hughes.net (290-
4310). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNA’S HUMMINGBIRD   

 RARE BIRDS OF THE MONTH.    

 I think the ANNA’S HUMMINGBIRD was the best bird seen locally with 
the White-headed Woodpecker being a close second.  Congratulations 
Buck and Sandy and thanks for sharing! 
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Welcome to our newest addition to the SAS Board of Directors:  Howard Ferguson 
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I have been studying nature and wildlife most of life, especially birds. I attended UC San 
Diego and graduated with a BS in Biology. During my undergraduate schooling I was for-
tunate enough to work at the Salk Institute as well as the Scripps Institute of Oceanogra-
phy.  While at Scripps, I actually considered a career in oceanography, but the terrestrial 
world won over. So I ended up going to Virginia Tech for a Masters degree in Wildlife 
Biology. I worked on several projects during my stay at Virginia Tech, including capturing 
and tagging of big game and a stint at the Pentagon in Washington D.C. working on wild-
life management plans for the U.S. Air Force. 
 
After graduating with my M.S., I worked at the Belle Baruch Forest Science Institute in 
South Carolina, chasing red-cockaded woodpeckers and other birds around. I also 
worked in Chapel Hill at North Carolina's Botanical Gardens   leading wildflower and bird 
walks, teaching classes on winter botany and wildflowers. I then worked in Yosemite Na-
tional Park as a naturalist. Next, I worked on San Clemente Island off the coast of Califor-
nia helping with the removal of goats, documenting the subsequent recovery of the native 
island flora and fauna, and starting a native plant nursery.  
 
Finally, I came to Washington and worked with WDFW’s game program and then six 
years ago moved to Spokane and became the "urban" wildlife biologist for the area. As 
the urban biologist, I primarily work with non-game animals, birds, bats, small mammals, 

butterflies, reptiles and amphibians their habitat, and various means to protect these animals and their habitats. I am also in charge of 
WDFW's Backyard Wildlife Sanctuary program for eastern Washington.  
My interests are the outdoors and reading. I love to birdwatch and botanize at the same time! I backpack, hike, ski, snowboard, canoe, 
kayak and sail, and most importantly, enjoy my family while doing so.   

 

Grand Opening for McNary National Wildlife Refuge Environmental Education Center 

The grand opening for the beautiful new Environmental Education Center at McNary National Wild-
life Refuge will be on Saturday, October 10 from 9 am to noon.  Come and see the extraordinary col-
lection of taxidermy (bird and mammal mounts), and the hands-on Discovery Center inside the build-
ing.  There will be many activities for children (and grand children) and adults outside put on by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Friends of the Mid-Columbia River Wildlife Refuge, and partners in-
cluding Audubon.  Call the Center for more information: 546-8350.   

The Education Center is located off highway 12 near Burbank.  From Tri-Cities take highway I-182 
East/Highway 12 East to Burbank.  Turn left onto Humorist Rd. at 2nd stoplight after the Snake River 
Bridge.  Turn left on Lake Rd.  Look for Education Center on the left. 
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Lindell Haggin was a smart young woman when she came to 
Spokane from Cleveland, Ohio in the early 70s.  Maybe the 
brighter you were the sooner you left Cleveland, in that period 
of time, at least.  She joined the Spokane Audubon Society 
soon after she arrived and members, Margaret and Morey 
Haggin helped welcome the birth or her son, Steven when he 
was born. The Audubon Society has been a big part of her 
life ever since and that may partially explain why she has 
been the Spokane Chapter treasurer for longer than she 
wants to remember. But then she took math classes as elec-
tives when she went to college at Bowling Green State Col-
lege and Case Western Reserve University where she got 
her BA in Nursing.   

She started her nursing career in Cleveland working as a 
recovery room nurse taking care of post-operative patients on 
the night shift.  Maybe the lonely time with the whir of the 
many life support machines going on drove her to spend 
much of her off-duty time at a natural area near the hospital.  
There the lure of bird watching first pointed her in the direc-
tion of lifelong learning about the feathered community.   

Not long after that Lindell moved to Spangle and a house in 
the country to become a stay at home mom with Steven for a 
few years.  The rural acreage provided a world of birds at her 
beck and call.  Also, a wildlife worker friend asked her to raise 
a coyote pup that had been taken from a den when the 
mother had been killed, to document how Coyotes might han-
dle growing up with wise human beings.  He would have to 
be released as an adult, of course.   

“Wooly” proved to be an endless source of surprises and fun 
and Lindell had two “youngsters” to nurture for a while. 
 Finally she saw Wooly choose to be on his own and, no 
doubt, find a mate and live happily ever after!  Coyotes are 
very resourceful, you know.   

A change of circumstances moved Steven and Lindell, now 
as a single mother, into Spokane where she went back to 
nursing.  Through a quirk of coincidence the son of Margaret 
and Morey Haggin intervened and Lindell had more children 
to proselytize into bird watching.   

She eventually segued from being a University Nursing in-
structor to public school nurse to getting a teaching certificate 
and teaching elementary school for over twenty years.  After 
retirement she was appointed to the county planning commis-
sion and served a four year term there, passionately advocat-
ing for contained development and open space for natural 
habitat. 

She has really polished her bird watching skills in recent 
years with bird call identification, bird banding, and even a trip 
to the head waters of the Amazon in Peru for an “out of the 
country” experience.  Lindell enjoyed painting but now she is 
working on her photographic skills and her main subjects are 
easy to guess.  Funny how circumstances change our lives 
but then fate has always loved a jest! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lindell, Hero of the Month 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

   2009—2010 Duck Stamp 

“Duck  Stamps” are pictorial stamps produced by the U.S. 
Postal Service for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.  These are 
properly called Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and Conserva-
tion Stamps.  Originally created in 1934 as the federal licenses 
required for hunting migratory waterfowl.  Federal Duck 
Stamps have a much larger purpose today: they are a vital tool 
for wetland conservation.  98 cents out of every dollar gener-
ated by the sales of these stamps goes directly to purchase or 
lease wetland habitat for protection in the national Wildlife Ref-
uge System.  This program has been called one of the most 
successful conservation programs ever initiated and is a highly 
effective way to conserve America’s natural resources.  A cur-
rent year’s Federal Duck Stamp also serves as an entrance 
pass for National Wildlife Refuges.  These beautiful stamps 
are also valued by collectors. 

� 

Vehicle Registration 

Effective September 1, 2009, when you go to renew your vehi-
cle registration, the renewal form will have a new section that 
gives you the opportunity to donate $5 in support of Washing-
ton State Parks.  If you choose not to do so, there will be a box 
you can check to “opt out” of this fee. So when your tabs come 
up for renewal, be ready.  Don’t forget many of these parks are 
valuable bird and wildlife habitat 
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