
 

NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE  !!!  WE WILL 
MEET AT AT  THE SALVATION ARMY FACIL-
ITY AT 222 E. INDIANA, . Parking area is at the cor-

ner of Indiana and Lidgerwood.  Itõs actual only one long 

block east of Ruby.  (See driving directions pg. 11)  

Sept 9, 2009 Audubon Program: The Birds of  
Scotchman Peak Proposed Wilderness Area   

by Jonathan Isacoff    

The proposed Scotchman Peaks Wilderness Area, with its 
88,000 acres of pristine habitat and nearby ecosystems, is 
a birderôs paradise. Nearly 200 species of birds can be 
found in the proposed Wilderness and areas immediately 
adjacent. Some bird species found in the Scotchmans are 
among the rarest in all of Idaho/Montana.  Others are birds 
that any grade-school child will recognize, such as the 
friendly Robins of Spring.  The best way to get at the 
Scotchmanôs is to break the region into 3 distinct ecosys-
tems. Before you arrive at the proposed Wilderness proper, 
there are 2 ecosystems of great interest: (1) the North 
Shore of Lake Pend Oreille; and (2) The towns, farms, and 
fields in and around Hope and Clark Fork.  Of course, the 
best part is the upland wilderness area where rare Boreal 
species may be found.   

Jon Isacoff is Associate Professor of Political Science and 
Director or Environmental Studies at Gonzaga University.  
He received his B.A. and M.P.A. at Cornell University and 
his M.A. and Ph.D. at the University of Pennsylvania.   

Jon is also very active in a number of environmental initia-
tives both inside and outside of academia.  He runs Gon-
zagaôs Environmental Studies program, which was recently 
expanded to a full Major and Minor.  His has designed a 
unique Service-Learning course on Ecology and Environ-
mentalism in partnership with the United States Forest Ser-
vice (USFS) and Friends of Scotchman Peaks Wilderness.   

Jon served as Co-Chair of the Hiking Committee of the 
Spokane Mountaineers from 2006 to 2008. During the 
Spring 2007, he was recognized by the Mountaineers as 
Volunteer-of-the-Month. Jon is a Lifetime Member of the 

Spokane Audubon Society and a Regional Reviewer for the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithologyôs Ebird.org and is also the 
Washington Birder County Year Lister for Spokane County. 
Jon has been birding, hiking, and backpacking for 27 years.                                                 
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Paul Bannick will be presenting our October 
14  th program on :   ñThe Owl and the Wood-
peckerò  at  the Salvation Army facility at 222 
E. Indiana, ,   about 2.5 blocks east of Division (or 1.5 

blocks east of Ruby) on the south side of Indiana between 

Ruby and Hamilton.      

 We in Spokane Audubon  were privileged to see and hear 
this outstanding program at the Fall Audubon Council 
meeting in Leavenworth.  It was most impressive and en-
tertaining.                                           

 Paul is an excellent speaker and photographer and has 
put together a fabulous program.  He has gleaned a wealth 
of information about these two species and their symbiotic 
relationship from years of observation and study and pho-
tography.  The most experienced birders have learned a lot 
from Paulôs presentation. 

Paulôs book by the same name is a masterpiece that has 
gotten rave reviews from across the country.  It is based on 
thousands of hours in the field observing and photograph-
ing these  fascinating birds.                                                       

 He discusses all 41 North American species of owls and 
woodpeckers, across 11 key habitat types.  By revealing 
the little known impact of these species on their habitat and 
on each other, Bannick has created a completely unique 
approach to birding and conservation. 

Do not miss this outstanding October program and invite all 

your friends to see it as well.    

Sept 15, 2009  Lords of Nature: Life in a Land 
of Great Predators  a one hour documentary film from 

Green Fire Productions at Gonzaga University, Globe Room, 
Cataldo Hall, 429 E. Boone Ave.  Sponsored by Conservation 
Northwest, The Lands Council.  For more information go to: 
www.lordsof nature.org   

October 9 to 11 FALL 2009 ANNUAL COUNCIL 

OF WASHINGTON (ACOW) 

The Fall Council of Audubon Chapters is being sponsored by 

the Pilchuck Audubon.  It will take place October 9 to 11 at the 

Holiday Inn, Everett Washington.  On-line registration will be-

gin on August 1
st
.    Get your room reservations early!  The 

theme for this Fall is ñSUSTAINABILITY.ò  There will be field 

trips to local ñhotspotsò led by Pilchuck members.  Up to date 

information can be found on their website:   

www.PilchuckAudubon.org   

 

 

  

Sept 5th Sunday, Washtucna/Windust Park     
Migrant search  This trip is for Intermediate and Ad-

vanced Birders with Beginners welcome as long as you under-
stand that fall migrants are difficult and uncooperative as they 
flit about in the tree tops.  This is a full day trip.  We will check 
out the warbler, vireo, flycatcher, and sparrow migrants at 
Washtucna and Windust Park (along the Snake River).  We 
will leave Four Lakes at 6:30 am and plan to be back by 6:00 
pm.  Contact leader Craig Corder 2cbird@hughes.net , 290-
4310 by Sept 3 to reserve your place and for meeting location.  
Participation limited to 15 people.  

October 28th Saturday, late Fall Migrants:   
Banks Lake/Dry Falls Area                             
Gary Blevins will lead this trip for Intermediate and Advanced Birders to 

Soap Lake, Banks Lake, Dry Falls area in search of late fall migrants.  

We will hope for Pacific and Common Loon, Scoters, Snow Bunting,  

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches and Lapland Longspur. We sometimes see 

over 60 species. Plan on birding from sunup to sundown. We will meet 

6:00 am at SFCC parking lot p1 near the science building.  For more 

information or to reserve your place for this field trip,  contact Gary 

Blevins at 533-3661, or Blevins@spocom.com by Oct 23rd.  

December 12, Saturday,   Eagle Watch  All levels of 

birders are welcome as Joyce Alonso leads this annual trip to Coeur 

dôAlene Lake to see Bald Eagles feeding on spawned out salmon.  Ea-

gles can be observed perched in trees, flying over the lake, and some-

times feeding on the ice. There are also several duck and grebe species 

to be found. Weather permitting; there are two options for further activ-

ity. We might hike the Mineral Ridge Trail for the exercise and the beau-

tiful view of the northern part of the lake. The other option is to drive 

down to the Thompson Lake, Harrison region for hawks, ducks, swans, 

and maybe redpolls.  The weather / and road conditions on THE day will 

determine the feasibility of this option. Call Joyce at 448-2447 by Thurs-

day Dec 3rd  to confirm this trip, determine meeting location, and reserve 

your place. The trip will probably start at Liberty Lake at 8:00 am and 

last all day.   

December 27th, Sunday   Spokane Christmas 

Bird Count    Contact Alan McCoy, 448-3123 or 448-8861    or 

ahm@webband.com  

 

MORE PROGRAMS FOR THE REST OF 2009 

November 11, 2009 :  Wonderful Waterbirds,   Daniel 

Poleschook and Virginia Gumm  

December 10, 2008  7 p.m. Dessert Potluck; 
7:30 Program: CBC data, what the trends tell us by 

Gary Blevins  

 

FIELD TRIPS FOR REMAINDER OF 

THE YEAR  

MORE BIRDING EVENTS  

http://www.PilchuckAudubon.org
mailto:2cbird@hughes.net
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Hopefully everybody got out to do some birding this summer.  
There were some nice field trips offered.                                    
The following sightings are from Spokane County unless other-
wise stated.   

You must have read that ñSoloò, the ñthirty somethingò resident 
male TRUMPETER SWAN at Turnbull NWR, found a mate & had 
four youngsters!  In past years, Iôve called him too old to be a fa-
ther, so I must apologize to Solo!   

A male EURASIAN WIGEON  was captured in southern Oregon in 
March and fitted with a transmitter.  Interestingly, it spent the nest-
ing season near Rock Lake (Whitman Co).    

Two CLARKôS GREBES were on Sprague Lake (Lincoln Co) July 

13, by Matt Bartels .     

WHITE PELICANS  were reported from several lakes this sum-
mer.  The birds are likely moving from lake to lake.  The largest 
number reported were 130 on Philleo Lake Aug 6 by Jon Isacoff .  
60 were on N. Silver Lake July 17 by Fran & Brad Haywood .   

On Aug 6, Jon Isacoff found 3 GREAT EGRETS at Philleo Lake.  
This seems to becoming an annual event.   

James Acton found 5 WHITE-FACED IBIS  near Reardan 
(Lincoln Co) on May 20 and 9 at Sprague (Lincoln Co) on May 22.  
They are quite rare for this area.     

On Aug 2, Tim OôBrien watched 3 PEREGRINE FALCONôS fly 
over his home near Cheney.  Nice for the yard list!   

Michael & Roger Woodruff found a rare SEMIPALMATED 

PLOVER at Philleo Lake Aug 9.   

On July 16, Jon Isacoff found a pair of BLACK -NECKED 
STILTS acting defensive at Slavin Ranch.  That might indicate 
nesting which would likely be a first for Spokane Co.   

Terry Little found 22 AMERICAN AVOCETS  on Eloka Lake on 
Jun 21.  I donôt think thereôs any place for them to nest there.   

Many shorebirds nest in northern Alaska and Canada and almost 
immediately head south in late June or July.  Juvenile shorebirds 
generally move south in August.    For example, on June 23, Tim 

OôBrien found a GREATER YELLOWLEGS  near Cheney.   

On July 5, Tim OôBrien found 2 SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPERS  
near Cheney.  They are rare, but regular summer migrants 
through the area.   

On July 17, Terry Little found a rare STILT SANDPIPER at 

Phileo Lake.  Two were at Peone Prairie July 21, by Jon Isacoff . 

Colby Neuman heard a COMMON POORWILL  near Airway 
Heights on May 24.                                                                       
Mt Spokane has a (small?) population of AMERICAN THREE-
TOED WOODPECKERS.  One was discovered by Ron Dexter  in 
2003.  Another was seen less than a mile away by Wally Walker 

in 2008.  On July 21, 2009 Jon Isacoff found two birds in the 
same area.   

Marian Frobe  found LEAST FLYCATCHERS  in two locations at 
Turnbull NWR on May 28.  Another appeared near Cheney at the 

Corderôs June 3.  All stayed and likely nested.   

On July 4, Terry Little found a singing RED-EYED VIREO at 
Sprague Lake (Adams Co).  Most likely, this is an early migrant 
rather than a nester.   

CHESTNUT-BACKED CHICKADEES  nested at Ron Dexterôs 
NE Spokane property for an interesting low elevation record.   

An early migrant HERMIT THRUSH was banded at Turnbull NWR 

on July 30 by Mike Rule & Sandy Rancourt.   

A male HERMIT WARBLER was seen in the Davenport Ceme-
tery (Lincoln Co) on May 19 by MaryFrances Mathis and Warren 
& Sue Terrell.  They noted field marks to state that it was not a 
hybrid Townsends.  This is evidently a first record for Lincoln 
County.    

On May 22, Jon Isacoff found a NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH 
in Spokane at the Gonzaga campus for a rare city bird.   

On May 30, Jon Isacoff found two singing male CLAY-
COLORED SPARROWôS along Stroup Road near West Medical 
Lake.  This is the same area he confirmed nesting last year.   

On June 14, a BLACK -THROATED SPARROW  was singing on 

Steptoe Butte (Whitman Co) by Terry Gray .   

A GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE  was photographed at Sprague 

Lake (Lincoln Co) May 18 (Grace Oliver ).  This is evidently the 
first record for Lincoln County.  There were several reports in 
Washington this year so perhaps they are expanding their range.   

 

 

 

 

 RARE BIRDS OF THE MONTH                         

Tough choice, but Iôll pick the Davenport                            
HERMIT WARBLER  (see below) as the rarest find.                      
Congratulations to MaryFrances Mathis and Warren & Sue 
Terrell of Kirkland! 

Please share your sightings!  They do not have to be rare.  Contact me, Craig,  at 2cbird@hughes.net (290-4310). 

Sights and Sounds 
Bird sightings for the Inland Northwest 

By Craig Corder 

mailto:2cbird@hughes.net
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Turnbull Store News by Marian Frobe  
Editorôs Note: Did you know that the Friends of Turnbull (FOT) have a store at the Refuge Headquarters?  Katie and I dropped 
in recently and were impressed with the many interesting items.  We didnôt know that there was a store out there! They have all 
kinds of neat birding stuff for sale and the proceeds benefit the refuge and FOT education activities. Among the items for sale 
are:  mugs, patches, t-shirts, sweat shirts, field guides, and more.  The following are excerpts from Marianôs column: 

The new refuge office building seems to be on schedule, so we can count on having brand new space for our store fairly soon.  
It looks like our space should be more open and inviting and we hope to have more display room.  It will be adjacent to the Visi-
tor Contact area so we may get more visitors to the store this way, also.  

Did I tell you about the Birding Back Packs?  We arenôt actually charging to sign them out, but do recommend donations.  
These packs were conceived and put together by our hard-working Board member, Charmaine Gural.  They contain small bin-
oculars, booklets on birds and animal tracks, plus other fun information.  We have actually decided to name them Critter 
Watching Back Packs, as it isnôt only birds one sees out there.  They are geared to children, but adults without binoculars may 
find them useful, too.   

Thanks again to all you store volunteers.  Remember, without your help there would be no store sales or visitor contact on 
weekends.  I really appreciate everyone who does this for us.  If you are interested in volunteering for the store this year, 
please feel free to call Richard and Sandra Sollie at 448-1791 or at contactme@richardsollie.com, or me, Marian Frobe, at 328-
0621 or at rrfrobe@msn.com.   

Have you considered joining the Friends of Turnbull?  Annual membership for individuals is $15 and for family $25.  Send 
checks to Friends of Turnbull N.W.R.  PO Box 294;  Cheney, WA 99004 

 

New Trail at Iler Creek  

Volunteers were out the weekend of June 6, partly in celebration of National Trails Day and partly be-

cause they get enjoyment from spending many days a year improving trails for everyone to use.  Laurie 

Fleming was among 14 volunteers creating a new 0.7 -mile trail section in the Conservation Futures area 

west of Dishman Mica Road.  The group was organized by Ken Mondal and Jane Baker of Spokane, 

whoõve taken the lead in bringing the muscle of West Side-based Washington Trails Association to the 

East Side.  òWe have a lot more work to do here at Iler Creek, she said, taking a break from building a 

trail that was carefully designed for grade and drainage with help from WTA experts.  The new trail seg-

ment is open to hikers and bikers (no motorized vehicles) following five weekend work sessions that 

started last Fall, Baker said. (By permission from an article written by Rich Landers, òOutdoorsó Sun-

day, June 14, 2009)  

SPOKANE AUDUBON UNDERWRITES BIRDNOTE    

Every Saturday morning for the coming year at 8:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. you can listen to five segments of  BirdNote on KYRS 
92.3 FM radio.  Our own Dr. Kim Thorburn will give the Audubon announcement to kick off the segment.  It will call attention to 
our chapter and to our mission and make the general public aware of our organization.                                                            
SO TUNE IN AND CHECK IT OUT WHILE EATING BREAKFAST OR BEFORE YOU GET WRAPPED UP IN THE DAY.  OR 
TUNE IN ON YOUR CAR RADIO.  LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK OF IT. 

VACANCIES 

Craig Corder  has resigned after three years of dedicated and exceptional service as the Field Trip Chairman.  Gary Blevins  has 

stepped up to the plate to take on that responsibility. Thanks, Gary!  Dave Plemons  has taken on the job of Membership Chairman 

vacated by Gary.  Thanks, Dave!   Judy Corder  has resigned her position as Program Chairman after bringing us outstanding pro-

grams for the past three years.  This leaves a vacancy in that position.  Will you step up and serve your chapter as Program Chair?  

We are also looking for 2 people to volunteer to serve on the Board of Directors in an ñat largeò capacity.  No responsibilities other 

than attending Board meetings.  See list of Officers and Directors on back page of the newsletter. 
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UNSUNG HEROS OF SPOKANE       

AUDUBON  by Joyce Alonso                        

 In the Spokane Audubon Society, two of the most deserving 
recipients of the ñunsung heroesò label have to be Brad and 
Fran Haywood, members of our organization for about the 
past 25 years. Those who've been officers usually are known 
to the general membership and receive reasonable recognition 
for their efforts. The Haywoods have served behind the 
scenes, doing needed, sometimes thankless chores that keep 
our group functioning.  

Over the years, Fran and Brad have served in a variety of ca-
pacities. For several years, they were responsible for getting 
the newsletter from the printer to the homes of our readers, 
organizing a group to fold, staple, label the latest issue of the 
Pygmy Owl and get it mailed. Fran also has written articles  for 
different issues. Currently, Fran shares ñHospitality Chairò du-
ties with Jan Strobeck and others. 

Before they became ñfull timeò RV travelers, Fran was Field 
Trip Chair. She did, and still does lead a variety of field trips, 
often with the help of her husband. Brad used to scout the 
Snowy Owl trip on his way to and from Lake Roosevelt winter 
fishing expeditions. His ability to spot a white bird in a snowy 
field, while driving along the highway, made him the official 
leader of that trip for a time. They also have participated in the 
Christmas Bird Count for many years, usually with our local 
group, sometimes in Arizona or Texas where they wintered for 
several years.  

Fran and Brad use their skills to help other groups that share 
our conservation mission. They rise at ungodly hours of the 
morning to do ñpoint countsò at Turnbull Wildlife Refuge and do 
bird surveys on land parcels out in Lincoln County for the BLM, 
adding to our knowledge of the state of local birds. 

Those who know them would agree that the Haywoods' most 
valuable service to SAS is in education. Largely self-taught 
birders of considerable expertise, Fran and Brad are always 
eager to share their knowledge. Fran has given programs from 
grade schools to retirement homes. They've ñcelebratedò her 
June birthday staffing a booth at the Mule Days event in Rear-
dan and their wedding anniversary representing us at the Sun-
rise Elementary Science Fair. They serve as an ABA contact 
for birder/tourists visiting Spokane in search of an elusive 
ñliferò common in our area, thus acquiring friends in distant 
parts of North America. They've hosted SAS birders who 
joined them where they were wintering, spending inordinate 
amounts of time and gasoline to help their guests find every-
thing from Limpins and Mangrove Cuckoos to Lucy's Warblers 
and Spotted Owls.  

Their enthusiasm and generosity make them invaluable to 
Spokane Audubon. Thank-you, Fran and Brad, for all you do 
and all you've taught us. 

THANKS TO LOUISE OõLEARY 

Louise is on the Board of Directors of Friends of Turnbull and 
active in their education program.  As far as I know she is the 
first person to embrace the Citizen Science activity known as 
Operation BudBurst.  She is getting young people involved in 
this much needed data collection to document the effects of 
climate change (global warming if you will) on stages of plant 
growth. If the key species observed bud, bloom, and mature 
earlier and earlier each year it is a good indicator that average 
temperatures are on the rise.  Scientists are calling for us to 
help provide them with this information from across the entire 
US.  Are you willing to help?  Check out: 

http://mailman.ucar.edu/mailman/listinfo/budburst   

Fran ever observant  

Brad at Tundra Swan Festival  


