Washington's North Cascades are still wild enough to support a
variety of rare carnivores including wolves and wolverines. The
federally and state endangered wolf is making a comeback in
this ecosystem after being exterminated 70 years ago. The
Washington Dept of Fish and Wildlife, with help from the stake-
holder driven Washington Wolf Working Group, is currently
drafting a plan to guide the conservation and management of
this iconic and controversial species.

The elusive wolverine also appears to be thriving in this rugged
mountain range. This charismatic creature roams widely over
the extensive sub alpine habitat in its never ending search for
food, and agency biologists are engaged in research to learn
more about this seldom studied and often misunderstood ani-
mal.

WDFW district biologist Scott Fitkin will describe the basic ecol-
ogy and ongoing research and management activities associ-
ated with these engaging critters. Scott began his 20+ year ca-
reer with the agency in Sedro Woolley as part of the "Grizzly
bear and Gray Wolf investigations Project. He currently works
out of Winthrop as the Okanogan District Wildlife Biologist
where he is actively involved in a variety of field projects includ-
ing wolf management and wolverine research. Scott has a par-
ticular interest in carnivores and herptiles, and enjoys sharing
information to foster a better appreciation of these some-

times disparaged species.
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March 20, 2010, Saturday Bluebird Trip
Leader: Marian Frobe

Limit: No Limit This is a family friendly ¥z day trip and a
great way to greet spring. We will drive a route on Para-
dise Prairie to see returning favorite birds. We will proba-
bly end up at Turnbull NWR and the trip usually ends
about noon. Call leader Marian Frobe at 328-0621 by
March 13, if you plan to attend. We will meet at Spo-
kane's Coeur d’Alene Park at 7:00 a.m.

Target Species: Migrant ducks and geese; Raptors;
Woodpeckers; Say’'s Phoebe; Western Bluebird
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Drive to East Upriver Drive as you have in the past (by Avista) and continue
North past Granite Street (the old turn) and turn|  eft on N. Crestline Street. At
the next corner East N. Crescent Ave turn right. P roceed to entry on left by sign
showing the numerals 2105—2145. The Community Build  ing is straight ahead.
There are about 15 spaces to the left of the buildi  ng and about 8 to the right. If
these are full you may have to park on East N. Cres  cent Ave.

WE MEET HERE
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