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Jerry White, Jr. of Save Our Wild Salmon will present the 
Working Snake River Project.  Save Our Wild Salmon is a 
coalition of sport fishing groups and businesses, conser-
vation organizations, commercial fishermen, clean energy 
advocates, taxpayer groups and others working to restore 
wild salmon and steelhead to the Columbia and Snake 
Rivers.  The coalition advocates for dam removal on the 
lower Snake River, the 140-mile corridor between Lewis-
ton, Idaho and the Columbia River near Pasco, Washing-
ton.  The presentation will include a remarkable set of 
photos that show the river in its healthy, free flowing state 
prior to 1975.  These photos point the way forward in cre-
ating a Northwest supported by sustainable jobs; recrea-
tional opportunities, including restored habitat; and a high 
quality of life for future generations. Jerry worked as an 
archaeologist for the US Forest Service and the Bureau of 
Land Management and then taught history and English in 
middle school for 12 years before taking a position with 
Save Our Wild Salmon.  Jerry is a Trout Unlimited volun-
teer with the Spokane Falls Chapter. 
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February 13, 2010, Saturday Snowy Owl Trip                    
Leader: Joyce Alonso and Fran Haywood ����������������
Limit: No Limit  This trip is geared toward all levels of bird-
ers. We will spend most of the day exploring the area 
around Reardan and Davenport.  Call leader Joyce Alonso 
(448-2447) by Feb 5, if you plan to attend.  We will meet at 
Spokane’s Coeur- d’Alene Park at 7:30 a.m. ��������������������������������������������
Target Species: Rough-legged and Red-tailed Hawks, Prai-
rie Falcon, Snowy Owl, Short-eared Owl, Northern Shrike, 

Snow Buntings, Lapland Longspur  ��
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We are experiencing an El Nino winter with little snow and 
a warmer than average January.  This has evidently al-
lowed many birds to winter farther north than normal.  

Last year Mill Canyon was “discovered” by current birders.  
It is located NE of Davenport in Lincoln Co.  Its drainage 
flows into the Spokane River from the south.  The river at 
this point is where the Spokane River first meets the back 
water from the Grand Coulee Dam.  Waterfowl apparently 
love feeding here.  A WHITE-WINGED SCOTER was there 
last fall and a LONG-TAILED DUCK spent early January 
there.  A few good gulls have also been seen there as 
listed below.  The canyon has burned in the past which has 
created nice woodpecker habitat.  At least two WHITE-
HEADED WOODPECKERS have been the main attraction 
so far.  Each rare bird found brings other birders which 
means more rare birds are found.  It’s a fun time!   

The following sightings are from Spokane County unless 
otherwise stated. 

NORTHERN PINTAIL move north as soon as the ponds 
thaw.  This year’s movement occurred in mid January.  
Some year’s it is not until March.  When the ponds freeze 
up again this winter, they will likely move back south.   

On Jan 2, an adult male LONG-TAILED DUCK was found 
in the Spokane River at Mill Canyon (Lincoln & Stevens 
Co) by the Corders.  It stayed for over a week and was 
seen by many. 

On Jan 8, Terry Little found not one, but two GYRFAL-
CONS in Lincoln Co.  One was near Reardan and one near 
Davenport.  Others saw and photographed the Reardan 
bird over the next couple of days.  Gyrfalcons cover so 
many miles a day that finding one is a matter of skill, time 
in the field and luck.   

I had 3 reports of individual WILSON’S SNIPE with one in 
the Hazel’s Creek Natural Area near Ferris HS on Jan 3 
being the most interesting (by Robin Crain).  

At least 10 HERRING GULLS have wintered along the 
lower Spokane River (Lincoln & Stevens Co).   

On Jan 13, an adult THAYER’S GULL was along the Spo-
kane River at Mill Canyon (Lincoln Co).  (by the Corders). 

On Jan 8, Terry Little found a GLAUCOUS GULL on the 
Spokane River at Mill Canyon, (Lincoln & Stevens Co).  
Others found it there the next day.  On Jan 16, it was found 
15 miles downstream at Fort Spokane (also Lincoln & Ste-
vens Co).   

On Jan 3, an adult male SNOWY OWL was found near 

Davenport (Lincoln Co) by James Acton.  It was only seen 
for two days, despite major coordinated efforts.  So far, it is 
the only report of the winter.   

A few SHORT-EARED OWLS have been observed near 
Reardan (Lincoln Co) by Fran & Brad Haywood and Ron 
Dexter in late December and most of January. 

An evidently wintering SAY’S PHOEBE was in Davenport 
(Lincoln Co) Jan 6. CC 

CLARK’S NUTCRACKERS are wintering in good num-
bers, but north of Spokane.  On Jan 8, Mike Rule saw a 
flock of 4 at his place near Turnbull for the only “southern” 
report.   

A few CANYON WRENS probably winter every year in the 
watersheds of Deep Creek, Little Spokane and Spokane 
Rivers.  With the nice weather of this January, they have 
been rather vocal.  (Kim Thorburn, Gary Blevins).  

On Dec 25, Gary Kelsberg (from Seattle) found an AMERI-
CAN DIPPER along Pine Creek at Turnbull NWR.  I find 
this intriguing, because dippers usually just move up and 
down streams.  Did this bird fly from Mt Spokane to 
Turnbull or is there a resident population somewhere along 
Pine Creek?  Much of this creek is private so we may never 
know.   

BOHEMIAN WAXWINGS have been scarce this winter.  
We even missed them on our Christmas Bird Count.  On 
Dec 22, Ron Dexter found 150 in the foothills of Mt Spo-
kane.  There’s been a flock of 50 to 100 in Davenport 
(Lincoln Co).  

There have only been a couple reports of individual SNOW 
BUNTINGS, both from the Davenport area (Lincoln Co), by 
Chris Jannett and Ron Dexter.   

On Dec 30, a WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL was found in 
Creston (Lincoln Co) by Ken Knittle and Tom Mansfield.  
After last winter’s invasion, this one was just enough to 
tease me to look, in vane, at thousands of spruce cones.   

15 COMMON REDPOLLS were in the Mt Spokane foothills 
Jan 6, by Terry Little, for a rare find this winter.   

Please report your sightings!  Contact me, Craig, at 
2cbird@hughes.net� 
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        RARE BIRD OF THE MONTH.    

 I think the Mill Creek GLAUCOUS GULL found by Terry 
Little was the best find.  Congratulations Terry! 
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Just keep in mind that a praying mantis 
can also be a preying mantis!  Large 
enough, strong enough and fast enough 
to capture hummers at your feeder. They 
can also lurk in your flower boxes or 
flower beds.     


