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The greater sage 
and sharp-tailed 
grouse are listed as 
threatened species 
by the State of 
Washington.  Much 
of their historic 
shrub steppe habi-
tat has been con-
verted to farmland.  
The Washington 
Department of Fish 
and Wildlife is 
working with other 
public land agen-
cies to bring both 
species’ numbers 
back to sustainable 
levels.  The recov-
ery plan involves 

re-locating birds from other states with healthier popu-
lations to augment current Washington populations or 
reestablish populations in historically occupied areas.  
Trans-located birds are radio-collared and tracked by 
telemetry.   A major portion of the project is occurring 
on WDFW and BLM lands in Lincoln County. 

 WDFW Biologist Mike Atamian will describe 
the sage and sharp-tailed grouse recovery efforts and 
present data from the Lincoln County project.  Mike 
has been in the Spokane District Office of WDFW 
since February 2008.   He completed his masters in 
wildlife biology at the University of Nevada Reno 
where he studied brood rearing habitats and brood 
sex ratios of greater sage grouse in Eastern Nevada. 

.       

WE HAVE A PERMANENT NEW HOME!      
SEE DRIVING DIRECTIONS AND MAP ON 

PAGE 2 
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Sage Grouse by Bob Griffith 

Sharp-tailed Grouse by Bob Griffith 

WANTED: AN ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF THE PYGMY OWL.  HERE ’S 
YOUR CHANCE TO LEARN THE FINE ART OF NEWSLETTER   
PUBLISHING BY BEING AN APPRENTICE.  NO CHARGE.                     
CONTACT HANS AT 928-5696 
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BLURBS  

(READ ‘EM) 
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Here's a "thank you" to all the cookie makers.                        
Cold weather didn't dampen the spirits of all the                             

birders at our annual December Holiday gathering.                 
And the "spirit of the season" offers grateful                     

THANKS to all the folks who brought food and  drink  to our 
keen-eyed group!  See you in January at our new loc ation. 

~ Jan Strobeck. 
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ONLY 36 BIRD CALENDARS LEFT!!!  DON’T KNOW 
WHAT TO GET THAT FAMILY MEMBER OR FRIEND?   
HERE IS A GREAT STOCKING STUFFER SURE TO 
PLEASE THE CRANKIEST SCROOGE.  HELP US SELL 
ALL OF OUR REMAINING  BEAUTIFUL BIRD             
CALENDARS.   
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The Dishman Hills Alliance is a coalition of groups  and 
individuals working to create a wildlife and recrea tion 
Corridor connecting the Dishman Hills Natural Area to 
the Iller Creek Conservation Area. We're looking fo r peo-
ple who want to commit to attending a meeting every  
month or two for a couple of years to help make thi s 
happen. For information,  contact Jeff Lambert at 9 99-
5100. 

December continues to be a slow period for birding.  A cold spell 
early in the month forced most of the waterfowl to head south.  
But for some reason our winter friends from Canada such as 
Snowy Owl, Pine Grosbeaks and Redpolls are staying north of 
Spokane.  At least we can be thankful we didn’t receive five feet 
of snow like last December.    The following sightings are from 
Spokane County unless otherwise stated.  

Turnbull reports that one of the young TRUMPETER SWANS is 
missing.  They have been flying off the refuge.   

On Dec 18, Brad Haywood spotted a late TURKEY VULTURE 
north of Davenport (Lincoln Co).  He watched it land on a road-
killed deer.   

On Dec 4, Terry Little found a GLAUCOUS GULL  at the mouth 
of the Colville River, Stevens Co.   

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE numbers continue to increase.  
Several local birders have had them at their feeders.  It will be 
interesting how many are found on the Spokane Christmas Bird 
Count.   

We received a late 08/15/09 report of a pair of WHITE-HEADED 
WOODPECKERS in Spokane County!  They were in Riverside 
State Park “between the ORV Park and the horse trails.”  Would-
n’t it be ironic if the only place White-headed Woodpeckers exist 
in Spokane County is in the off road vehicle park!  

NORTHERN SHRIKES seem to be around in normal numbers.   

On Dec 13, Tim O’Brien found 2 BOHEMIAN and 2 CEDAR 
WAXWINGS in Davenport, (Lincoln Co).  This is the only report 
I’ve had locally of BOHEMIANS.   

Buck & Sandy Domitrovich have had a SPOTTED TOWHEE 
staying in their Cheney yard.    

On Dec 10, an AMERICAN TREE SPARROW  was along Rock 
Lake Road (Whitman Co) CC.  On Dec 13, Tim O’Brien found 
another on at Sprague Lake (Adams Co).   

On Dec 10 an estimated 200 GRAY-CROWNED ROSY-
FINCHES were on Steptoe Butte (Whitman Co).  (Corders & 
Domitrovichs) 

On Dec 10, Terry Little found 25 COMMON REDPOLLS along 
the Little Spokane River Road in Pend Oreille Co. 

On Dec 13, Tim Durnell had a LESSER GOLDFINCH at his 
feeder in Rice (Stevens Co).  That’s 80 miles north of Spokane.  
It likely traveled through Spokane County to get there.  They are 
expanding their range and are now in southern Whitman Co.  
Who will first find them in Spokane Co??   

Rare Bird of the Month Of our local birds, I was most impressed 
with the exceptionally late TURKEY VULTURE found by Brad 

Haywood.  Congratulations Brad!  

Please report your sightings!  Contact me, Craig, at 
2cbird@hughes.net (290-4310). 
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(1) January 9, 2010, Saturday �
Banana Belt Trip – Southeast Washington / Idaho �
Leader: Tim O’Brien �
Limit: No limit �
We will drive to the Lewiston / Clarkston area looking for warmer weather as well as the thousands of waterfowl that win-
ter in that milder climate.  Weather conditions may vary so please come prepared for any weather.  All level of birders 
are welcome, but please be ready for a full day of birding. Contact Tim O’Brien, kertim7179@yahoo.com or 863-9656) 
by January 5 to reserve a spot and for further details.�
Target Species : Loons, Grebes, Scoters, Wintering Waterfowl, Night Heron, Barn Owl, Wintering Passerines, Lesser 
Goldfinch. �
��
(2) February 13, 2010, Saturday �
Snowy Owl Trip �
Leader: Joyce Alonso and Fran Haywood �
Limit: No Limit �
This trip is geared toward all levels of birders. We will spend most of the day exploring the area around Reardan and 
Davenport.  Call leader Joyce Alonso (448-2447) by Feb 5, if you plan to attend.  We will meet at Spokane’s Coeur- 
d’Alene Park at 7:30 a.m. �
Target Species : Rough-legged and Red-tailed Hawks, Prairie Falcon, Snowy Owl, Short-eared Owl, Northern Shrike, 
Snow Buntings, Lapland Longspur �
��
(3) March 20, 2010, Saturday �
Bluebird Trip �
Leader: Marian Frobe �
Limit: No Limit �
This is a family friendly ½ day trip and a great way to greet spring.  We will drive a route on Paradise Prairie to see re-
turning favorite birds.  We will probably end up at Turnbull NWR and the trip usually ends about noon.  Call leader 
Marian Frobe at 328-0621 by March 13, if you plan to attend.  We will meet at Spokane’s Coeur d’Alene Park at 7:00 
a.m.�
Target Species : Migrant ducks and geese; Raptors; Woodpeckers; Say’s Phoebe; Western Bluebird �
��
(4) March 27, 2010, Saturday �
Turnbull NWR Beginning Birder Basics Trip �
Leader: Fran Haywood �
Limit:  
NoLimit ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������������
This is a half-day driving and walking trip for all levels of Birders.  Meet at the refuge headquarters near Cheney at 7 
A.M.  A small refuge entrance fee is required.  Contact leader Fran Haywood, 484-8666, Birders13@gmail.com by 
March 20 if you would like to participate.�
Target Species : Breeding Waterfowl; Possible Tundra and Trumpeter Swans; Great Blue Heron; Red-tailed Hawk; 
Woodpeckers; Western Pygmy, Red-breasted, and White-breasted Nuthatch; Western Bluebird; Song Sparrow; Red-
winged and Yellow-headed Blackbird; Red Crossbill. �
��
(5) April 10, 2010, Saturday �
Sagebrush Specialty Trip �
Leader: Brian Miller �
Limit: No Limit �
This is a full-day trip to Western Grant County open to all birders. The birds of the Sage habitat are splendid and not to 
be missed.  Because the best observation time is near sunrise, we will have a very early departure of 5:00 A.M from 
Coulee City. Please coordinate with Brian for overnight arrangements in a Coulee City. We will probably start by birding 
Moses Coulee and its environs, and then the itinerary likely will include, St Andrews, Banks Lake, Sun Lakes, etc.  It is 
COLD at early morning in the sagebrush, so bring warms clothes.  Bring food because there aren’t many restaurants in 
Moses Coulee.  Also be advised that the trip will take full advantage of all rest stops, but there may be long intervals 
without any formal bathroom facilities.  Please call leader Brian Miller at 255-6326 by April 3 if you would like to partici-
pate.��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������������
Target Species : Loggerhead Shrike; Sage Thrasher; Savannah Sparrow; Sage Sparrow; Vesper Sparrow; Brewer’s 
Sparrow 
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(6) Mid-April, 2010, Wednesday to Monday �
Point Reyes, California Field Trip �
Leader: Kim Thorburn �
Limit: 6 Birders ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ������������������������
This six day trip is for Intermediate and Advanced Birders.  Kim Thorburn will provide lodging for up to six participants 
and lead field trips on Bolinas Lagoon and beach, Point Reyes Bird Observatory, Point Reyes National Seashore and 
Bodega Bay.  This region is a year-round birding hot spot, site of the filming of Alfred Hitchcock’s “The Birds,” and home 
of elite birder and artist Keith Hansen.  There is a variety of pelagic and other waterfowl, migrating shorebirds and war-
blers, and lots of land natives that we don’t often see here.  Participants will be responsible for their own air travel to 
Oakland and we’ll split the cost of a rental van and food.  We’ll need to coordinate arrival and departure in Oakland.  
Contact Kim by March 1st if you’re interested in learning more.  465-3025, kthorburn@msn.com. �
��
(7) April 24, Saturday �
Sprague Lake Field Trip �
Leader: Brian Miller �
Limit: No Limit �
This all day trip to the Sprague Lake area open to all birders.  We will look for migrating and early resident species, espe-
cially ducks.  We hope to find Swainson’s Hawks, American White Pelicans and if we get lucky, Long-billed Curlew.  We 
will meet at Spokane’s Coeur d’Alene Park at 6:30 A.M.  If you would like to attend, or for more information, call Brian 
Miller 255-6326 by April 19.�
Target Species : Migrant Ducks and Geese; American White Pelican; Swainson's Hawk; American Avocet; Black-
necked Stilt; Caspian Tern; Say's Phoebe; Yellow-rumped Warbler; White-crowned and Savannah Sparrows. �
��
(8) May 1, 2010, Saturday �
West Plains Early Migrant Trip �
Leader: Alan McCoy �
Limit: 15 Birders ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �������������������������
This all day trip is for all levels of Birders.  We will stop at Reardan’s Audubon Lake where we will look for waterfowl and 
shorebirds.  Then we will check out the Davenport Cemetery which can be great for migrants.  Then we will go north to 
the Little Falls Dam and follow the Spokane River upstream and finish up at the Indian Canyon Springs area.  We will 
meet at 6:00 A.M. at the Rosauer's parking lot in Browne's Addition (near 2nd Avenue and Sunset Highway) and plan to 
return about 6:00 P.M.  Call leader Alan McCoy at 448-3123 or 448-8861 or ahm2352@gmail.com  by April 24 to re-
serve your place.    �
Target Species : Migrant Ducks and Geese; Raptors; Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs; Black-necked Stilt; Woodpeckers; 
Say's Phoebe; Western and Mountain Bluebirds; Savannah Sparrow. �
��
(9) May 3, 5, 7 (Mon, Wed, Fri) �
Bird Identification Workshops �
Leader: Gary Blevins �
Limit: TBD �
OK Novices and Beginners, this is your chance.  Several instructors will teach a series of three classes on beginning 
birding and bird identification by sight and sound.  Workshops will be held at West Valley Outdoor Learning Center, 8706 
E. Upriver Drive, from 6:30 pm until 9:00 pm.  Slides and computer programs will be used to introduce you to most of the 
bird species commonly observed in the Spokane area.  A $20 donation to Spokane Audubon is requested.  A field trip for 
workshop participants to Turnbull Wildlife Refuge will be held on International Migratory Bird Day, May 9. For more infor-
mation or to reserve your place for the workshop, contact Gary Blevins at (533-3661 of GaryB@spokanefalls.edu)  by 
April 26.    

10) May 8, 2010, Saturday �
Bird Identification Workshop Field Trip to Turnbull  NWR�
Leader: Gary Blevins �
Limit: No Limit �
Come celebrate International Migratory Bird Day by birding.  Although the trip is specifically designed for the Interna-
tional Migratory Bird Day workshop participants. Other birders are welcome as well.  We will meet at Turnbull NWR, near 
Cheney, in the parking lot by the Education Building at the refuge headquarters at 7:00 am and bird the refuge until 2:00 
pm.  A small refuge entrance fee is required.  Contact leader Gary Blevins at (533-3661 of GaryB@spokanefalls.edu)  by 
May 5 to register for the trip. �
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(11) May 22, 2010 Saturday �
Slavin Ranch Wetland Trip �
Leader: Alan McCoy �
Limit: No Limit  ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������
This is an annual trip to Slavin Ranch for Spokane Audubon.  It is a half-day walking trip along a primitive trail through 
open Ponderosa Pine scab rock country with many views of seasonal wetlands.  All levels of Birders are welcome.  The 
Slavin Ranch is a Conservation Futures acquisition located about 10 miles south of downtown Spokane and a mile west 
of Hwy 195.  We will start at the Slavin Ranch parking lot at 7:00 A.M. and end about 1:00 P.M. Please call leader Alan 
McCoy at 448-3123 or 448-8861, ahm2352@gmail.com  by May 15 to reserve your place and for directions.    �
Target Species : Breeding ducks and geese; Killdeer; breeding Black Tern; 6 Swallow species; Eastern and Western 
Kingbird; Western Wood Pewee; Yellow-rumped Warbler.�
��
(12) May 30, 2010, Sunday �
Liberty Lake Trip �
Leader: Jon Isacoff �
Limit: 10 Birders ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �����������������������
This is a half-day mostly easy walking trip geared toward Intermediate and Advanced Birders, as many birds will only be 
heard by voice only and not seen. We will meet in the Liberty Lake Albertson’s parking lot near Starbucks at 6:30 A.M.  
(From I-90 take the Liberty Lake exit and go south).  Bring food, water and mosquito repellent in a daypack. Contact Jon 
Isacoff (isacoff@gonzaga.edu) or 448-2629 by May 23 to reserve spot.�
Target Species : Red-necked Grebe; Common Loon; Woodpeckers; Hammond’s, Dusky, and Willow Flycatcher; Cas-
sin’s, Warbling and Red-eyed Vireos; Common Yellowthroat, Yellow, MacGillivray’s, Orange-crowned, Townsend’s and 
Nashville Warblers. �
��
(13) June 5, 2010 Saturday �
Little Spokane Natural Area Trip �
Leader: Lindell Haggin �
Limit: No Limit �
All levels of Birders are welcome to join us for a half-day walking trip along the Little Spokane River Natural Area primi-
tive trail.  This is the peak of breeding season.  Over 80 species have been recorded in this rich riparian, forest and rock 
habitat.   Meet at Indian Painted Rocks parking lot on Rutter Parkway at 7:00 am.  Contact the leader, Lindell Haggin, 
466-4118, LINDELL4118@comcast.net  by May 28, if you plan to attend.   ��������������������������������������������������� ���
Target Species : Breeding ducks; Woodpeckers; Pacific-slope and Willow Flycatchers; Warbling, Cassin’s and Red-eyed 
Vireos; Bewick’s and House Wrens; Catbird; Bullock’s Oriole; Black-headed Grosbeak. ��

(14) June 12, 2010 Saturday �
Southern Pend Oreille County Trip �
Leader: Terry Little �
Limit: No Limit �
Southern Pend Oreille County has some of the most unique and diverse birds in all of Washington State.  This trip will 
survey the area around Calispell Lake, a mecca for breeding waterfowl and rare birds, the Pend Oreille River around 
Cusick and Usk, and Flying Goose Ranch, also along the River.  Other spots may be added depending on weather and 
bird reports.  Contact Terry Little at terry@crossoverchurch.info by June 5 if you plan to attend.  ���������������������������
Target Species : Breeding waterfowl; Woodpeckers; Hammond’s, Dusky, Willow, and Pacific-Slope Flycatchers; Eastern 
and Western Kingbird; Cassin’s, Warbling and Red-eyed Vireos; Yellow, MacGillivray’s, Orange-crowned, Nashville War-
blers; American Redstart; Northern Waterthrush; Bobolink.  

15) June 26, 2010, Saturday �
Mount Spokane Subalpine Birds Trip �
Leader: Ron Dexter �
Limit: No Limit ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �������������������������
This is a half-day hiking trip for all levels of Birders. The grade is very gentle but we will go about 8 miles, so be prepared 
with plenty of snacks and water. You may retreat at any point. We will enter the West entry into Mt. Spokane. This is a 
little known or used access. We will park at the west entry gate and walk up a well maintained road/trail with a gradual 
climb all the way with several habitat changes that provide chances to see different birds. �
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In addition to the regular Mt. Spokane target species listed below, this particular part of the Park has the possibility for 
Three-toed Woodpecker, Black-backed Woodpecker, and Barred Owl. Meet at 7:00 A.M. at Ron and Pat Dexter’s home. 
Contact Ron for directions (468-2555 or Ronpatdexter@msn.com) by June 19 if you plan to attend.�
(Target Species : Dusky and Ruffed Grouse; Accipiters; Northern Pygmy Owl; Woodpeckers; Hammond’s Flycatcher; 
Warbling and Cassin's Vireos; Gray and Stellar’s Jays; Chestnut-backed Chickadee; Swainson’s, Hermit, and Varied 
Thrushes; Yellow-rumped and Townsend’s Warblers; Fox Sparrow; Cassin’s Finch and Red Crossbill. �
��
(16) July 11, 2010 Sunday �
Iller Creek Flycatcher & Vireo Trip �
Leader: Jon Isacoff �
Limit: 10 Birders ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �����������������������
This is a half-day somewhat strenuous hiking trip geared toward Advanced birders, as many birds will be heard by voice 
and not seen. We will hike approximately 2.5 miles including about a 600 foot climb. Anyone who can comfortably fast-
walk or jog 3 miles should have no problem (we will hike slowly!).  Iller Creek has a variety of habitats that we will be 
birding, including riparian, dry brushy slopes, and mixed wet-belt coniferous forest.  As we will be birding by ear quite a 
bit and many birds will be heard but not seen, this is not a good introductory for beginners. Meet at the Iller Creek en-
trance in the cul-de-sac at the end of Holman Road at 6:00 A.M.  Contact Jon Isacoff, 448-2629, isacoff@gonzaga.edu 
by July 3if you plan to attend (will send directions via email).�
Target Species : Target Species: Ruffed Grouse; Accipiters; Hammond’s, Dusky, Willow, and Pacific-slope Flycatchers; 
Warbling and Cassin's Vireos; Chestnut-backed Chickadee; Winter, Bewick’s, and House Wrens, Swainson’s Thrush; 
Yellow, Yellow-rumped; MacGillivray’s, Orange-crowned, Townsend’s and Nashville Warblers; Cassin’s Finch and Red 
Crossbill. �
��
(17) July 16-18, 2010 Friday-Sunday �
Big Meadow Lake Camping Trip �
Leaders: Joyce Alonso and Fran Haywood �
Limit: TBD �
Come camp out with SAS Birders for a round-the-clock birding experience. Big Meadow Lake is set in gorgeous wet-belt 
forest setting about 2 hours North of Spokane.  It is one of the few places in Washington state with somewhat regular 
breeding Common Loons.  Contact leader Fran Haywood (484-8666, Birders13@gmail.com) by July 1 if you plan to at-
tend. Target Species : Breeding Barrow's Goldeneye and Ring-necked Duck; Possible breeding Common Loon; Listen 
to Owls calling at night; Common Nighthawk; Red-naped Sapsucker; Hammond's Flycatcher; Swainson's Thrush, North-
ern Waterthrush; American Redstart; Lincoln's and Fox Sparrow..��

(18) August 14, 2010 Saturday �
Little Spokane River Canoe Trip �
Leader: Gary Blevins �
Limit: TBD �
Enjoy an early morning float trip down the Little Spokane River designed for Beginning, Intermediate and Advanced Bird-
ers.  We usually see the common riparian bird species that breed along the river.  Although it’s helpful to have a kayak or 
canoe, we will also help match you with other folks that have boats.  The trip usually takes about 3 hours.  For more in-
formation or to reserve your place for this field trip, contact Gary Blevins (533-3661 of GaryB@spokanefalls.edu)  by Au-
gust 1. 

(19) August 28, 2010 Saturday �
Lincoln County Migrants Trip �
Leader: Tim O’Brien �
Limit: No limit �
Lincoln County in migration is one of the most exciting places to be!  We will hit the famed spots – Reardan, Davenport, 
and Sprague Lake, as well as some other surprises on this fast-paced all day trip.  This trip will provide a challenge for 
any birder as many silent, fall plumaged Flycatchers, Vireos, Warblers, and Sparrows will be encountered.  Most passer-
ines during this time of year are moving quickly and offer very short views.   This is a great time to learn some of the key 
field marks for those quick-moving migrants.  South-bound shorebirds and others will be looked for as well.   Contact Tim 
O’Brien, kertim7179@yahoo.com or 863-9656) by August 21 to reserve a spot and for further details.�
Target Species : Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs; Peeps; Red-necked Phalaropes; Rare Migrant Gulls and Terns, includ-
ing Bonaparte’s, Sabine’s, Franklin’s Gulls; Common, Forsters, and Caspian Terns; Clarks and Western Grebes; Migrant 
Flycatchers; Vireos; Warblers; and Sparrows�
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(20) September 18, 2010 Saturday �
Palisades/Indian Canyon Fall Migrant Trip �
Leader: Lindell Haggin �
Limit: No Limit ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������
All levels of Birders are invited for those who would like to get out and explore the Indian Canyon area immediately west 
of town.  Come outfitted with binoculars, field guides (for birds, bugs, flowers, etc), water, and shoes or boots for walking 
one or two miles.  Be aware that you will need to monitor your children closely near the cliff rims.  We will meet at 7:00 
am at the Safeway on 3rd and Maple.  The official field trip will end at 10:00 am.  Contact the Lindell Haggin (446-4118 or 
LINDELL4118@comcast.net)  by September 14, if you plan to attend.�
Target Species : Resident birds, including Raptors, Chickadees, Nuthatches, and Woodpeckers, and Migrant Passer-
ines, including Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Yellow-rumped Warblers, White-crowned and Lincoln's Sparrows, and maybe a 
lucky Golden-crowned or White-throated Sparrow. �
��
(21) October 30, 2010 Saturday �
Grant County Late Fall Migrant Trip �
Leader: Gary Blevins �
Limit: No Limit ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ����������������������������
This is an advanced-birding oriented trip to look for specialized birds, such as Arctic Gulls, Lapland Longspurs, and other 
hard to find and see Northern visitors.  There may be some down time with little action in between bird sightings, but po-
tential for rarities is high. Contact Gary Blevins (533-3661 of GaryB@spokanefalls.edu)  by October 18 if you plan to at-
tend.�
Target Birds : Loons and Grebes; Scoters and Rare Wintering Waterfowl; Wintering Raptors; Glaucous, Thayers, and 
Glaucous-winged Gulls; Snowy Owl; Northern Shrike; Snow Bunting; Lapland Longspur; Gray-crowned Rosy Finch. �
��
(22) November 20, 2010, Saturday �
Waterville Plateau Northern Rarities Trip �
Leaders: Gina Sheridan and Kim Thorburn �
Limit: No Limit �
The Waterville Plateau is a challenging but huge quality destination for rarities during the late fall and winter months.  We 
will work the rolling steppe of the Plateau in search of the rare Raptors. Owls, and Passerines.  We will then head down 
toward the Columbia River in search of rare Arctic Gulls and Saltwater waterfowl, such as Scoters, Long-tailed Duck, 
and Pacific Loon.  Please contact Gina Sheridan (gsherida8502@yahoo.com) by November 13 if you plan to attend. ��
Target Birds : Loons and Grebes; Scoters and Rare Wintering Waterfowl; Wintering Raptors; Glaucous, Thayers, and 
Glaucous-winged Gulls; Snowy Owl; Northern Shrike; Snow Bunting; Lapland Longspur; Gray-crowned Rosy Finch. We 
will hunt for elusive rarities, including Gyrfalcon and Northern Hawk Owl. ��

(23) December 18, 2010 Saturday �
Eagle Watch Trip �
Leader: Joyce Alonso �
Limit: No Limit �
The focus of this trip is viewing the Bald Eagles feeding on spawned out salmon in Beauty Bay at Lake Coeur 'd Alene; 
but here are other birds to enjoy-several duck and grebe species, occasionally a Dipper, Winter Wren, Pileated Wood-
pecker, or Golden-crowned Kinglet. Weather permitting, those interested may drive down to Thompson Lake/Harrison 
region as a variety of birds winter down there-from Tundra Swans to Pygmy Owls. Probable particulars: 8:00am start at 
Liberty Lake Albertson's parking lot. �
��
(24) December 19 OR January 2, 2010 Sunday �
Spokane Christmas Bird Count �
Leader: Alan McCoy �
Limit: No Limit �
All SAS Members as well as new birders are always welcome to join the count, which encompasses the Spokane Count 
Circle Center: 47° 43' N by 117° 25' W (approximately  Division St. and Francis Avenue). Please contact Alan McCoy 
(509-448-3123) or  ahm2352@gmail.com  for information about the Spokane CBC.�
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We lost this month’s hero on Dec 7 th at 84 years of age. Warren 
was a fixture in the birding community in Spokane a nd across the 
state. He graduated from Lewis & Clark High school in 1942 and 
then served in WW II, before going on to get degree s in Wild Life 
Management and Education. He started his teaching c areer in 1955 
and taught many years at Lewis & Clark, retiring in  1982. He then 
worked for a Crop Insurance Co. This job allowed hi m to cover 
most of the E WA farm country where he had a chance  to spot 
things like Gyrfalcon while driving to and from far ms to assess 
damage, which entailed examining crops on his hand and knees.   

Warren was a past president of Spokane Audubon and had been a 
member of the original “Spokane Bird Club”. He was instrumental 
in getting that club to join National Audubon and b ecome the Spo-
kane Audubon Society.  He led many field trips over  the years. His 
favorites were the “Hard Core Trips” in spring and fall, hoping for 
migrating rarities. He found quite a few; including  the first E WA 
record of Yellow Billed Loon. I was lucky enough to  be on that trip.  
He said it was the first he had seen in E WA in ove r 40 years of 
birding. He showed me my first Tree Sparrow, Long-t ailed Duck, 
and first E WA Scoters. He was another of our trip leaders, who 
made sure everyone saw the bird, and he never stopp ed teaching.   

Warren and his buddy, Jim Acton did many breeding b ird surveys 
in the Reardon area, and also near Keller, until Wa rren’s hearing 
loss forced him to quit. The Keller count entailed leaving Spokane 
before 1:00 am and driving many miles around, becau se the ferry 
didn’t run early enough in the morning to start the  count at dawn.  
This is a small example of his dedication to enviro nmental science.   

 Warren was a member of the Washington Ornithologic al Society,  
The American Birders Association, and Spokane Audub on, and he 
kept meticulous records, and was responsible for ma ny first’s. He 
documented the first State record for White-rumped Sandpiper in 
WA in 1962 at Reardon Audubon Lake with Lynn La Fav e, the first 
Barred Owl in 1965 with Jim Acton, the first Spokan e record of 
Palm Warbler in Dishman Hills, and the second Spoka ne record of 
Brown Thrasher, which appeared in his back yard. He  coordinated 
the Christmas Bird Count for Spokane Audubon for ma ny years.   

He had many birding adventures, including a trip to  Attu, which 
meant riding a bicycle 8 miles over wet, muddy, roc ky, trails in 
bitter cold, rain and wind, daily for several weeks , to find rare Asi-
atic birds.  He made trips to the Dry Tortugas, Tex as and Arizona. 
He and his wife, Barbara traveled by car across Can ada, birding, 
sightseeing, and visiting, and they also took an Al aska cruise 
through the inside passage.  

 Some of his fondest birding memories included watc hing a large 
flock of migrating Black Swifts circling and flying  west, gaining 
altitude as they flew, while he and Jim were on one  of their breed-
ing bird surveys; spotting a Williamson’s Sapsucker  on a trip to 
see a Great Gray Owl in Okanogan Co , and having a Spruce 
Grouse run over his feet, as they waited for dark, and finally seeing 
the owl and also the mate.   

After all these accomplishments, what stands out ab out Warren, is 
the fact that he was a true gentleman, a member of the “Greatest 
Generation.”    

 by Fran Haywood with help from Jim Acton 

  

Bird Festivals 

 

Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival, Jan 15-18, 2010  
The Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival is an annual eco-tourism 
event promoting environmental awareness. Morro bay is a 
Globally Important Bird Area and is also a State and National 
Estuary. The festival sees over 200 bird species during the 
festival weekend and has many field trips and workshops.  
Location   
Morro Bay, CA, US  Organization Name: Morro Bay Winter 
Bird Festival 
Contact Person: Gerry Fuller  Phone Number: 866-464-5105 
Website: http://www.morrobaybirdfestival.org  �

Port Susan Snow Goose & Birding Festival 4������������������
February 20-21 in Stanwood, WA between Mt. Vernon & 
Marysville. 360-629-6110; snowgoosefest.org.     

Tundra Swan Festival at Kalispel �����������	����
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Birding cruise around Bainbridge Island with 
George Gerdts 4��Sunday, March 21. Leave dock 10 
a.m., return about 1:30 p.m. Cost $65. Call 206-842-8138 
or email geopandion@aol.com.  

Othello Sandhill Crane Festival 4�March 26 – 28 in 
Othello.  othellosandhillcranefestival.org    

Olympic BirdFest -�April 9-11, in Sequim 7������ ��
������ ���)����� ��8�&�����6�����������������3���� ��%���� �
���� ����������6����������� )���9
��%����
��������1�, �:
���������������1�*����;����2����1��������1�
�����8&����:
���� ���1�$���:�������2����1�����������/��������������� ��1�
��%��������������� ������������<�������0���1������������� ��1�
�������������%��;����)�� ������������1�� ��<������)��
�=>�������(��%�� .  

San Juan Islands Birding Cruise ,  April 11 – 13. 
360-681-4076;  olympicbirdfest.org                          
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Overview 

Slow direct flight with erratic pattern. Hovers above water to search for prey.  Belted Kingfisher: Medium-sized kingfisher with a dis-
tinct, bushy crest, white collar, and large, black dagger-like bill. Upperparts are blue-gray and underparts are white. The male has 
blue-gray breast band. Legs and feet are gray.  Female has blue-gray breast band and chestnut-brown belly band.  . Slow direct flight 
with erratic pattern. Hovers above water to search for prey. 

����������*�6�������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �������������������������������������������������
Belted Kingfisher: Breeds from Alaska eastward acro ss southern Canada and south throughout most of U.S . Spends winters 
on the Pacific coast north to southeastern Alaska, and throughout the south, north to the Great Lakes and along the Atlantic 
coast to New England. Preferred habitats include ri vers, lakes, and saltwater estuaries   

���������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ����������������������������������������������
Belted Kingfisher: Five to eight white eggs are lai d in a nesting cavity at the end of a long tunnel e xcavated by the parents, 
usually in a riverbank of sand or clay. Incubation ranges from 22 to 24 days and is carried out by bot h parents, with the fe-
male sitting through the night, and the male taking  her place in the early morning hours.  

$������������$������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������������������������
Belted Kingfisher: Eats fish, occasionally too long  to swallow completely, accounting for sightings of  fish tails sticking out 
from the bill; when fish are scarce, feeds on mollu sks, crustaceans, insects, amphibians, reptiles, yo ung birds, small mam-
mals, and berries. Plunge dives for prey. 

%�����������$���������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������
Belted Kingfishers have been known to share their t unnels with swallows. The swallows dig out small ro oms tucked in the 
tunnel walls.  To avoid being eaten by hawks, they will dive into the water.  Human activity, such as digging gravel pits and 
building roads, have created banks where they can b uild nests and expand their breeding range.  A grou p of belted kingfish-
ers are collectively known as a "crown" and a "ratt le" of kingfishers.                                                                                                                                            

<���
�B�������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �����
Belted Kingfisher: Emits a loud, penetrating rattle , given on the wing and when perched. Sounds like a  heavy fishing reel  

BIRD OF THE MONTH:  BELTED KINGFISHER 
Order: CORACIIFORMES     Family: Kingfishers (Alcedinidae)   Code 4: BEKI  
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The good news is we are no longer “homeless.”  
Our new home is located at the Northeast         
CommUNITY Center.  It is a great facility with a ni ce 
meeting room, safe lighted parking and last but not  
least, the management of NECC is delighted that we 
will be using the center.   (see pg. 2)           
 
Thanks to the SAS board members for checking out 
all the possible options for a meeting place for ou r           
organization.  
 
Christi Norman, Washington Audubon Birding Trail     
Program Director attended our December meeting.  
She and our board did the final proofing on the new est 
Great Washington State Birding Trail loop,  “Palouse  
to Pines”.  ( A birding trail is a self guided autom obile 
tour of the best places to watch birds)  

Our “Palouse to Pines” loop has beautiful paintings b y 
the artist Ed Newbold  and features the White-heade d 
Woodpecker on the cover.  The unveiling of this    
newest loop will be hosted by our own State Senator  
Lisa Brown and  Audubon Washington, on January 26, 
2010 which is the WA State Legislature Environmenta l 
Lobby Day.  You all are cordially invited to attend .  For 
more information contact :   cnorman@audubon.org  

More good news!  We are offering many interesting     
programs at our general meetings starting with the 
Sage-Grouse talk this month.  I look forward to  se eing 
you at a meeting or on a field trip or at Turnbull       
National Wildlife Refuge.  

Have a Happy and Healthy 2010.  
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 FEBRUARY Newsletter 
Submission Deadline:  JANUARY 22 ND 

 
NOTE: Please send all  PO material to: Editor  Hans at 

 wingnut@icehouse.net  
The Pygmy Owl is published monthly Sept. through June 

 

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS  ���������	
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Robert & Marlene Cashen (couple)                                
Mary C. Ruud                                                                  
Jim and Vicki Weaver                                                    
John & Amy Roberson  (couple)                                                                                                              
Kaye & Peter Scott   (couple)                                                                                                           
Bud & Roxanne McCormack  (couple)                                                                                                
Gordon & Teresa Jewett                                               
Conn Wittwer                                                                 
Norma & Dale Wendt                                                              
Jean Stewart                                                                               
Bill & Mary Lou Safranek  (couple)                                                    
Jane Beaven & Dan Finn (couple )                                   
Betsy O’Halloran  (LIFE GIFT)                                       
Kevin O’Halloran   (LIFE GIFT)                                              
Gary Ostby                                                                                      
Ken Wagner                                                                        
Steve Siegfried                                                                                           
Ellen Victor                                                                           
Ronald Petersen                                                                         

Come join us at our meetings!  

Consider giving a one or more year’s Audubon mem-
bership to a friend or loved one this season.      
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Officers  

President:         Gary Blevins     blevins@spocom.com 

Vice-President: Joyce Alonso    jbalonso3@msn.com 

Treasurer:      Lindell Haggin LINDELL4118@msn.com 

Secretary:      Cindy McCormack cbirds@comcast.net 

Board of Directors  

John English      jhe230@yahoo.com 

Loni Peters        lpeters412@aol.com 

Joanne Powell   jopowell39@aol.com 

Gee Sutherlin    gsuther@sisna.com 

Steve Baran      steve@fowlplaces.com 

Alan McCoy      alanhmccoy@earthlink.net 

Committee Chairs  

Field Trips:    Brian Miller    brian_miller@agilent.com 

Membership: Gale Mueller  fmmillstone@aimcomm.com 

Publication:   Cindy McCormack 

  cbirds@comcast.net  or 448-3825 

          John English    jhe230@yahoo.com 

Publicity:       Loni Peters  lpeters412@aol.com 

Programs:     Brian Miller  brian_miller@agilent.com 

Volunteer Coord: Gee Sutherlin gsuther@sisna.com 

Website:  Alan McCoy  www.spokaneaudubon.org  

Spokane Audubon Society 

 Membership Form. 
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Officers  

President:              Kathryn “Katie” Krauss   katiedid@icehouse.net   

                             928-5696 

Vice-Pres:              Joyce Alonso jbalonso3@msn.com         448-2447 

Treasurer:              Lindell Haggin lindell4118@comcast.net  466-4118 

Secretary:              Sally English smme432@comcast.net    624-6256 

Elected Board of Directors  

John English          jhe230@yahoo.com                               624-6256 

Alan McCoy           ahm2352@gmail.com                             448-3123 
Kim Thorburn           kthorburn@msn.com ��������������������������5C-:4.�-��  

Ivan Lines ivan@iwjv.org              466-8622  

Fran Haywood          birders13@gmail.com 

Brad Haywood         birders13@gmail.com  

 

Committee Chairs  

Field Trips :              Jon Isacoff  isacoff@gonzaga.edu  

Programs :                VACANT 

Education :             Joyce Alonso  jbalonso3@msn.com     448-2447 

       Lindell Haggin  lindell4118@comcast.net     466-4118 

Conservation :        Mary Jokela  bmjokela@msn.com        276-2739 

Hospitality              Jan Strobeck  jandeerpark@aol.com              

 Membership :        Dave Plemons  davep_acer@msn.com  534-4404    

Publication:           John English    jhe230@yahoo.com 

Publicity:               Kim Thorburn   kthorburn@msn.com �����5C-:4.�-�������������������������������
Pygmy Owl:           Hans Krauss   wingnut@icehouse.net    928-5696 

Volunteer Coord:   Joyce Alonso jbalonso3@msn.com        448-2447 

Website:             Alan McCoy  www.spokaneaudubon.org  448-3123 

                            And officers and board with administrative authority 

Owl Research:       Ron Dexter  Ronpatdexter@msn.com  

*(NOTE: Standing Committee Chairs are  also voting members of 
the  Board of Directors) 

NEXT MEETI NG  JAN 13th at 7:30 
PROGRAM :  SAGE & SHARP-

TAILED GROUSE  7 p.m  for  Re-
freshments NOTE CHANGE OF                  

MEETING  LOCATION PG.2     

<%�%(�)���+&��%(&��(D��+++-��)?��&��'��)�-)���

6������������ ������&�%������������
�	����������6���������� ��������

������ ������������&����� ���������

������������	
��������3�
������C��&���������������� �������
������������������
����
�6�
C�,�������'�����
������ ���

����	F����H���-�������5>9
99"9 ��

����6������6�����	��������������
���D�'�����
��������������������������������������

#I#J��-�����
�������������������������������
�	�����4�+���KK!!>�


